The New
Cavalier
The Wilhelmshaven Association
Patron: The Lady Mary Soames, LG, DBE.

Newsletter 51

November 2010

The Late Miss
Betty Tew at
the Cardiff
2009 reunion.
Miss Tew
out-danced us
all that
weekend
More on Miss Tew inside
‘she will be so sadly
missed by her
'girls'.....page 28
‘Delightful lady’…..page 19
..’a little shining light will
be
missing
from
our
future reunions’….page 29

The late Miss Betty Tew, definitely one of the girls.
Thank you Di Wray and Barbara (Taylor )Hall for sending in these photographs.
Photo right Left to right:
Cardiff Reunion 2009
Caroline (Haggis)
Richardson, Barbara
Taylor, Angie Ruffles,
Miss Betty Tew, Di
Wray, Jenny Gibb (sadly
a Howe girl but we don't
hold that against her),
Moira MacKenzie, Gaye
Cooke, Alex Sleap
All Drake girls bar one
and names listed are
those whilst at school

Photo right—
Left:
The late Mr Stan Irwin
(in red) with his teaching
colleagues on a Baltic
sailing trip in 1971, page
19 lists the names of the
Crew.
See NL 50 and NL 51
pages 18, 19 & 28
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The Wilhelmshaven Association
Newsletter Editor: Sue Burroughs
18 Hillside Road, Wool, WAREHAM, Dorset BH20 6DY
Tel: 01929 463803 Email: newsletter@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk
http://www.prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk
Dear Members
The front page of this newsletter reports the very sad news of the death of Miss Betty Tew; it
was a shock to us all and if anyone would like to send more photographs and memories of Miss
Tew I will gladly put them in the next newsletter.
On a happier note, thank you again for the very kind comments regarding the newsletter and
thanks again to Di Wray and Carol Goronwy who help to get the newsletter onto your doorstep.
A very happy Christmas to you all and all the very best for 2011, only one more newsletter
before the ‘big reunion in Nottingham—see page 9 to learn to speak Nottinghamese.
Kind regards

Sue Burroughs (Collingwood 64-67) Editor

PS A huge thank you to Ellen, my daughter in law, for proof reading this newsletter.
Quote from Jenny (Savery) Bond to her friends from PRS ………………….
Hope we can all meet up in Nottingham. An interesting city, a fabulous hotel (and the
Association have played a blinder on room rates, £60 per double b&b !!) - see pages 8 & 9 for
more information—so there you are…...
Ed note: With reference to the colour photograph on the front page of Newsletter 50, it has
come to my notice that this was originally black and white, to be expected in 1945. It was
coloured using skills that I can only dream about, into what is now, a great historical picture. A
big Thank you to John Leggett (Howe 56-59)) who created this new version for us to use.
Newsletter 50—'Barbara Steels' story "Found..... The Time Capsule" was amazing.
Congratulations to her and to all those involved in the project.
I can add some information about the Churchill House bell tower, which is that it is not 65 years
old. It was added to the building in 1952 or perhaps 1953.
When I started at PRS as an 11 year old in January 1952 the periods for lessons were marked
by a buzzer in each classroom. This struck me as modern and sensible.
On the addition of the bell tower to Churchill the buzzer system stopped and the periods were
signalled by the ringing of the bell, which seemed very old fashioned.
Bill Kirkwood (Matthew/Howe 52-54)
If you have mislaid your reunion booking form you can print a replacement hard copy from
the 'members only' part of the TWA website. If you do not have Internet access and require a
copy to be posted then please contact Carol Goronwy, details on the back page.
There is also an online booking form for those wishing to pay by Credit/Debit card using
the PayPal facility. A PayPal account is not required for this option plus you have the extra
security of not having to send your personal address and card details through the post.
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M4 Corridor Annual Mini Reunion
The Ivy Hotel, Wroughton, SN4 9BY near Swindon (just off the M4)
Sunday 5th December 2010—
2010—12 noon for 1pm start—
start—price £23.00 to include gratuities.
I will be delighted to send a menu and directions to anyone who would like to come.
Melodie (Hayter) Beevers (Rodney 58-59)
MelodieBeevers@aol.com
01793 814684 (Home)
01793 739110 (Office)
NL envelope stuffing ….. and the rest!!
A comment made by Carol Goronwy on Facebook in early July 2010 about the impending issue
of NL 50 reminded me of an earlier, much earlier, newsletter. I think it would have been
summer 1996, NL8, because we were living in a rented flat just around the corner from Liz &
Rodger at the time – possibly not a good idea given what follows – and my son and his then
girlfriend came to stay for the weekend.
There was this veritable mountain of newsletters, envelopes, etc sat waiting to be done, and
probably needing to be done quickly, so I asked Kirsty and Matt if they would mind helping.
The silly pair agreed! So the 4 of us sat cross-legged on the floor in a circle (on a very thin
carpet that had no underlay) and began:
∗
one of us folded (remember, they were A4 sheets in those days ) and passed it on;
∗
the next person stuffed it into an envelope and passed it on;
∗
person number 3 “licked and sticked” the envelope – no self seal in those days - and it
took a considerable amount of lubrication to get that job done;
∗
the final person peeled off an address label from one of the many sheets, attached it to
the envelope then threw it on the pile, hopefully keeping overseas ones separate.
I dread to think how many overseas members may have got theirs with a UK 2nd class stamp
attached and had to pay extra but if there were any complaints Liz never told me!!
THEN came the task of licking n sticking all those stamps – again, no self-stick in those days.
This whole process took us HOURS … and that floor was bally hard. I don’t think I can sit cross
-legged anymore and have no intention of trying it to find out.
Carol tells me that in those days we were sending out a little shy of 980 … and not one by
email ... and I’m pretty sure we didn’t do them all as Liz & Rodger would have done a load too.
Kirsty never came to stay again. Can’t imagine why not.
And Liz said to us last year “I wish you lived nearer”. Phew, it’s okay – she’s retired now!!
Hilary ‘Cas’ Seaborn (Howe Girls 1959-64) & John Mackey (Rodney Boys 1960-64)
Ed note: Di and Carol tell me that nothing much has changed in the total time spent really.
The labels are sorted into the overseas postal areas to make it easier. Di gets them a week or
so in advance so she can stick them on envelopes at leisure but there is still the rush to get
them into envelopes once they come back from the printers. There is self seal and self stick but
a bigger newsletter means it is heavier to carry and the total distributed is now 620+. Di sneaks
out in the dead of night and posts piles of envelopes in a number of local post boxes. There is
too many for one post box and of course local post offices have all been closed.
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Book Now to Be Sure of Your Place at
The Wilhelmshaven Association Biennial Reunion
3rd and 4th June 2011
Crowne Plaza Hotel Nottingham
Tickets: £68.00 per head (for two days)
£51.00 per head (Saturday only)
Places at the reunion are limited but members may bring a guest. If your guest is an exPRS-ite, then he, or she, must be a fully paid up member of TWA for 2011/12.
Saturday only tickets are very limited as we must cover the whole cost of the weekend
and so are sold on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.
The Crowne Plaza Hotel is a modern 4 star hotel in the centre of Nottingham, minutes away
from the shops, night life and casinos. It has 210 bedrooms, with air conditioning, flat screen
TVs, mini bars and laptop safes in most rooms. In addition there is a choice of bars and
dining options, a leisure club with indoor pool and a 600 space multi-storey car park with
direct access to the hotel by lift. We have negotiated a special overnight car parking charge
for residents of £4.00 per night. The car parking charge for non residents is an hourly charge,
amounting to £7.50 per day. There is also short stay meter parking on the street. It is a 15
minute walk from the railway station, an even shorter tram ride, a £5 (approx) taxi ride, and
about 25 minutes drive from the East Midlands International Airport. If travelling by car from
the M1Motorway follow the signs to the City Centre. Nearby attractions include Nottingham
Castle, the National Ice Arena, National Watersports Centre, Sherwood Forest Country Park,
and Trent Bridge Cricket Ground.
Proposed Programme: The reunion weekend will begin with a Meet and Greet on Friday
evening followed by a self-service buffet dinner. Saturday morning and afternoon you are
free to enjoy the attractions of the City. Saturday evening there is the formal dinner followed
by a disco dance. You can book tables for the Saturday dinner so as to be seated with your
friends, if you so wish. There will be displays of memorabilia and TWA Merchandise for you to
browse or buy at selected times on Friday, Saturday and, possibly, Sunday morning as well.
Also we are hoping to arrange a talk about Wilhelmshaven sometime over the weekend.
REMEMBER, YOU MUST BOOK YOUR OWN ACCOMMODATION!
ACCOMMODATION: 80 rooms have been reserved in the hotel for TWA members at a
generous discounted rate and more will be made available if required. Rooms not booked
by April 2011 will be put back on the open market. The discounted rate is £60 per
standard double/twin/single room B & B per night. The standard rooms are ‘compact’. If
you are planning to stay for two or more nights, or are sharing with a friend, it could be
worth considering an upgrade. Upgrades are £20 Superior and £40 Executive per night.
If you or your guest are disabled in any way, it is strongly recommended that you
advise the hotel of this when making your booking and again on arrival. This is a multi
-storey hotel and all bedrooms are accessed by lifts with emergency access via the
stairs.
6

Booking: To ensure that you get the discounted rate you must book direct with the hotel
(NOT CENTRAL RESERVATIONS). Telephone 0871 9429161 between 8.00am and 6.30pm
weekdays. Quote the TWA Reunion June 2011 for the discounted rate.
(Don’t forget to have your Credit Card details to hand.)
The room rate for extensions to your stay on the Thursday and Sunday nights will have to be
negotiated with the hotel at the time of booking for the best available rate. Please note that
check in time is from 2.00 pm.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Wollaton Street, Nottingham, NG1 5RH.
Telephone: +44 0871 9429161 (Front Desk) Email: res.cpnottingham@qmh-hotels.com
Alternative accommodation and tourist attractions: There is a wide range of alternative
accommodation in Nottingham with several large hotels within easy walking distance of the
Crowne Plaza. Watch the newspapers for special weekend offers. You can obtain details of
alternative accommodation and tourist attractions from the
Nottingham Tourist Centre Telephone: 44+(0) 8444 77 5678
Email: touristinformation@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
The Tourist Centre is open Mon to Fri 9 to 5.30, Saturdays 9 to 5 and Sundays/BH 10 to 4.
Or you can book accommodation on line at www.visitnottingham.com
Correction - please note the telephone number given in the New Cavalier
50 bottom of page 8 for booking a hotel room was incorrect, the new
details are as above (top of page 9).

There is still time to book your place for
the Nottingham Reunion in June 2011—
2011
It is going to be the best ever, with NEW memorabilia which includes the late Mr Brian Rigg's
collection (kindly donated by Mrs Rigg nee Miss Patricia Vasey 60’s and 70’s))which will be of
special interest to Mountbatten boys. Also hundreds of photographs from Madeleine (Hallett)
Thomas (53-57) and Glenn Rankine (late 50’s) plus of course the newly recovered Bell Tower,
Church Window and the Time Capsule Documents.
There will be a raffle with a number of STAR prizes consisting of the latest electronic gadgets,
money raised going to a local charity and TWA funds.
There will be talks from Tony Colvin who will enlighten us on some more historical facts
connected with our old school sites and the town of Wilhelmshaven. Also we are hoping that Dr
Jens Graul, Director of Culture for Wilhelmshaven, will bring us up to date on developments in
Wilhelmshaven, particularly of the old school main site.
The price for the weekend is great value for money and there is so much to see in
Nottingham City as well. Don’t miss out on this brilliant event.
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Accounts for the 12 months ended 5th April 2010
I am pleased to report that TWA Accounts were in a healthy state at the end of the 2009/2010
Financial Year. We made one major purchase from the contingency reserve of a trailer for the
storage and transportation of the Memorabilia. The initial cost of the second hand trailer was
£1070.00 and the annual insurance cost £89.00. We have since recouped £420 to the
contingency reserve from the proceeds of the raffle organised by John Papworth and Pat
Underhill at the TWA August Lunch in Farnborough. That sum will be reflected in the accounts
for 2010/2011.
A summary of the accounts is as follows (For comparison the sums for the previous financial
year are printed alongside in brackets.):
General Fund: Brought forward from 2008/09 - £631.17 (£1053.37)
Income: Subscriptions & Merchandise - £7114.97 (£6190.71) Expenditure: Merchandise, New
Web Hosting 1st Payment and last payment to Web Management Co, Stationery, Misc Postage,
Room Hire for Meetings, Newsletters Printing and Postage, Credit Card closing payment, and
PRS Rinteln Book Tokens – £5820.48 (£6612.91). Because of anticipated increases in
expenditure on newsletter printing and known postal increases the Committee decided not to
transfer any sums from the General Fund to the Contingency Fund for a fifth year. Therefore the
balance carried forward to 2010/11 amounted to £1,294.49 (£631.17).
Contingency Reserve: Brought forward from 2008/09 - £3994.49 (£3994.49). There was no
income to this account during the year, but as explained above expenditure on the trailer
totalled £1159.00, so the balance of £2835.00 (£3994.49) was carried forward to 2010/11.
Facilitation Fund: Brought forward from 2008/09 – £2923.58 (£2226.58). Donations to the
Facilitation Fund from members (including the donation of their expenses by committee
members) totalled £285.39 (£778.00) and grants totalled £144.00 (£81.00). Therefore the
balance carried forward to 20010/11 was £3064.97 (£2923.58).
Trailer Fund: Total owed to the Contingency Reserve £1159.00.
If you would like further details then please contact the Treasurer, Carol Goronwy.
Lois Hammond – Chairman
Subscriptions for 20011/12
There will be a small increase (i.e. 50 pence) to the subscription rates for our overseas
members for 2011/2012 to reflect the increased postal charges.
Therefore the subscription rates from 6th April 2011 will be as follows:
UK: £9.00, Europe: £11.00, Rest of the World: £14.00
For those overseas members who pay subscriptions by Direct Debit, please remember to
change your Direct Debit instructions before April 2011.
Decorating the hall for the Nottingham reunion—the
committee would like to put
reunion
enlarged photographs of the school and pupils 1947 –1972 around the hall and so if
you have any photographs you would like displayed PLEASE send them in, using
the Newsletter Editor email (JPEG) or address (include SAE for returns please). It
would be great to get some from each year. We will do the enlarging and printing
out.
The last day for sending photographs will be 31st March 2011.
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I Speak Nottinghamese
Do you need a translation? Start practising for the next reunion…….
English

Nottinghamese

Leave that alone, it doesn't belong to you

Gerroffit, Snotyawn

Are you in good health?

Ow ya gerrinon then?

What are you doing?

Wott yonnwee?

Hello and good day sir/madam.

Ay-up midduk

Can you direct me to the local public house?

Wairza booza

I bought it at the off-license

Gorritat beeroff

It's cold, isn't it?

Intitt koad

I'll catch a bus.

Al Gerrabuzz

It's your round

Gerrum min then

It was not very good

Itwerr krapp

Can I have a turn?

Gizzago

I shall inform your mother

Am tellin yermam

I don't believe you. / you're joking

Gerraht!

Do you want something?

Wottjuwant?

Could you make me a cup of tea?

Mekusamash

Please be patient

Ode yorses

Can I have some?

Gizzabitt

You rude person

Yo duti bogger

Please be quiet

Shuttya gobb

Please do continue

Gerron wi it

You have a high opinion of yourself

Yurra bit leiray

You lucky person

Yer jammi sod

Are you in a bad mood?

Arya havina mardy?

I'm rather tired

Am nackurd

Are you familiar with?

Juno?

Goodbye

Tarrah

Ed note: Thank you Carol G for this helpful information, we will all be prepared…….
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Mini Reunion Reports……….
Canada at its best….. (page 15 for the photograph)
On Saturday 2nd October 2010, in Peterborough, Ontario, Canada, four friends from PRS
gathered together to laugh, talk, eat and remember. Two of us, Jane Fletcher (Collingwood) and
Ruth Trendell (Howe) were at the school in 1947. The other two Diane Owen (Collingwood) and
Eileen Bullen (Rodney) in1948 and 1949.
It was a beautiful fall day, sunny but cool, and the Maple trees along the river outside our condo
were at their loveliest – such brilliant reds this year. After a lengthy lunch and a brief rest, we
drove North along the Otonabee River, through the campus of Trent University, to Young's
Point, where we had dinner reservations. We returned to my home to finish off the mocha layer
cake left over from lunch (food is very important to us) and we said our good-byes for another
year.
We missed Ann-Margret (Radford) this year, but realise she was probably enjoying her lengthy
trip to England in September and October. We do enjoy these annual gatherings and our
husbands seem to look forward to them as much as we women do.
Ruth Warburton (Trendell) - Howe House, 1947-1948
Ed note: I wonder if the love of food was a PRS thing as I love good food too. Canada looks so
beautiful in the photograph, thanks Ruth—see page 15.
SOUTH MEETS NORTH MEETS EAST MEETS WEST!
A mini reunion of four took place over the weekend of 24th - 27th September 2010, in Newcastleupon-Tyne. From the South came Terry Barker, (Drake 66-69) who resides in Canberra and
Newcastle, Australia. From the North, the host in Newcastle, England, was Helga McNeil, (nee
Smith, Collingwood, '63-'66). From the East came Sherry Greaves, (Drake, '64-'68) who resides
in Kiev, Ukraine, but will shortly be returning to her homeland of Canada. From the West, (via
the internet videocall), came Eric Greaves, (Drake '63-'69 and brother of Sherry) who resides in
Sault Ste. Marie, Canada.
In typical PRS fashion there were whoops of delight at the airport on the Friday, followed
by food and shelter chez Helga, (yep, there was also Farmers Breakfast on the menu!), and
mucho scenic travelling about the place, (courtesy of Helga's spouse, 'chauffeur' Stuart McNeil).
Stuart, who never went to PRS, finally believed claims of just how bitterly cold it could get at
PRS when, in April 1988, whilst on a day trip to Wilhelmshaven, he experienced a Deichwalk! All
the chauffeuring/travelling was done with a backdrop of continuous 'catching up' chatter,
particularly for Sherry and Terry who hadn't seen each other in person for over 42 years and for
Terry and his erstwhile 'roomie', Eric, neither of whom had either heard the voice of, or seen, the
other for over 41 years!...
Helga (Smith) McNeil (Collingwood 63-66)
Ed note: See photographs on page 15
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Fleet Reunion 22 August 2010
This year we moved the venue from Fleet to the Holiday Inn, Farnborough. 116 PRSites and
their guests attended the reunion and an excellent lunch was provided for us in the Hampshire
suite. The duty manager and his team did a good job looking after us which contributed to
making it an enjoyable day. We also welcomed a few new faces and we hope they will continue
to come along.
Drake boys and girls outnumbered Collingwood this year closely followed by Howe and Rodney.
Where have we heard that before???
The raffle was well supported and raised £420.00 for the TWA. For the first prize Andy Renou
donated one of his special school pictures and the hotel also made a donation with a voucher
for one nights B & B stay for two in the hotel. Both donations gratefully received.
Liz Bird kindly drew the first ticket. We are all forever thankful to Liz for starting the Association
in 1993 and making it possible for us all to get together around the country and in
Wilhelmshaven over the years. A selection of memorabilia was brought along by Barbara
(Miller) Steels who is responsible for cataloguing and looking after our valuable collection. She
also brought along the latest find, the contents of the time capsule which was dug up when
Churchill House was finally demolished.
Finally the TWA Committee Chairperson Lois Hammond rose to thank everyone for coming and
remind members that the next TWA reunion is to be held in Nottingham in the Crowne Plaza
Hotel on the 3rd & 4th June 2011. She also reminded everyone that subs were due and
thanked the Fleet reunion team John Papworth, Pat (Woods) Underhill, Jim & Barbara Hanlon
and new face Nick Larner who kindly helped with the raffle.
Our thanks go to the committee for their help and everyone who comes along to support us, we
hope you will keep coming.
John Papworth (Howe 56-59)
Ed note: lots of photographs in the gallery on pages 16/17, thank you John for a great day.
Can you believe it………………… photo of Howe House on page 15
My son recently gave my PC an ‘MoT’ and while he was at it changed the background picture
on my monitor. He went on to Flikr, searched for Wilhelmshaven School and before I could
blink he'd chosen one. I was a little amazed as he'd selected a shot of the Howe Girls
building. I then showed him roughly which window was of the room that I'd shared with Lyndsay
(Worth). Subsequently I texted this tale to Lyndsay and she came back with "How well I
remember dangling out the said window in soaking wet baby doll pyjamas in -20°C hoping to
get pneumonia and get admitted to sick bay!" She didn't succeed. I think her plan, apart from
getting off school, was due to sick bay being, by that time, on Fliegerdeich. Pointless really
because all the boys would have been at school on main site all day!!
Cas (Hillary Caswell) Seaborn (Howe 59-64)
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Christmas is here alas!

Above: Cartoon drawn by
someone called ‘Huke’

Not in the widest sense
Wilkins will I accept that
Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother
was in any way an Ingeneer
(Engineer)!

This was sent to me by email from Jennifer (Miss Peel)
Jones………
I found this whilst I was sorting out some treasures from the past! I can't be sure it came from
my days teaching History at PRS 1956-9 , but I can't imagine any of my pupils from other
schools having either the wit or the skill! I wondered if it This was written on a card
could go in the next New Cavalier - perhaps some one will accompanying this cartoon:
respond to the name HUKE.
To Miss Peel wishing you a
I do so much enjoy the newsletter - As Kevin Callan once very sincere Christmas and
said at a staff reunion, the time at PRS was a life changing New Year from myself and I’m
period in most of our lives, never to be forgotten.
sure Giles.
My greetings to all who remember me.
Yours Jennifer Jones
Miss Peel, (Rodney Girls 56-59)
Ed note: Can anyone help?
Church Notices

At the evening service tonight,
the sermon topic will be 'What is Hell?'
Come early and listen to our
choir practice
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CORONATION DAY at PRS Wilhelmshaven
We shall remember the summer term of 1953 because of the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.
Each of us has a different memory of the day; for the cadets, the early wakening and the drive
by lorry to Oldenburg where General Kirkham was to inspect them; for those who stayed, a fine
feeling of a day out of school, a day on which we did not need to wear uniform, an extra Sunday
in mid-week as it were; for all of us a sense of wonder that it should be on this day of all days
that we should learn that Everest had been climbed – one remembers how this news spread
among the younger children and their disappointment that we too knew nothing more than that it
had at last been done.
For weeks before the Coronation many lessons had been devoted to explanations of the
religious and historical significance of the event. We had seen photographs of the crown jewels,
we knew from pictures on our classroom walls how the processional route looked and how the
dignitaries would be dressed, and on the previous evening we had held our own services for the
Queen. In the afternoon a potted sports meeting was held for the lower school and at tea all
houses met completely, boys, girls, and parents and staff all eating together. After tea, three
Copper Beech trees were planted: Mrs Slimming planted the tree on the Main Site, Mrs Monger
at the Bonteheim and Mrs Wright at the Fliegerdeich. The weather was not good: we were
spared the torrential downpour that we knew London had experienced but we were not spared
rain, and several showers interrupted the thin afternoon sunshine that we had hoped would last
during the tree-planting ceremonies. The younger people ended the day with parties in the
houses, while there was a dance in Churchill House for the middle and upper school
Source: The Cavalier – Spring MCML1V (1954)
Ed note: could not edit this as taken from all those years ago, capital letters certainly in vogue.
REFLECTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS 56 YEARS LATER
I must admit to only occasionally looking at TWA’s website public guest book. However, a recent
entry from Michael Lambert said that he could remember a tree being planted with a plaque on
the Fliegerdeich to commemorate the 1953 coronation.
I had just read an article in one of the old Cavaliers entitled Coronation Day which reported (as
above) that 3 Copper Beech trees with plaques had been planted on the 3 school sites. A little
thought came into my head! Could any of those trees still be there? I emailed this thought to
Liselotte Bischoff, TWA’s Wilhelmshaven representative who immediately organised a search
team with Jens Termohlen, site architect, and Dr Jens Graul, the town’s Minister for Kulture.
With great excitement Lilo emailed me with the message: Wilhelmshaven has a coronation
tree!!! Another email arrived later to say that a beautiful Copper Beech tree had been located
near the Churchill House site. It was the only Copper Beech there and whilst the plaque had
disappeared we are fairly certain that this is the tree planted on main site by Mrs Slimming. The
searches on the Bonteheim and Fliegerdeich revealed nothing, which is a shame, but we must
be grateful that the decision to keep all of the trees when the school buildings were finally
demolished last year, was made, and a bit more of the history of Prince Rupert School has been
unearthed.
Continued over the page……..
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continued …………..
I emailed this information to Michael Lambert and as well as thanking us for doing this, informed
me that all 3 trees had been imported from the UK in 1953. How interesting that this additional
fact had been stored in Michael’s brain all of those years!
I have been in touch with a few people who were at the school at this time and most recall
snippets of something special happening. Carolyn Cairns remembers quite a bit including that
the pupils were all given a black pen with a jewelled crown on the top that she kept for years but
has now disappeared!
If anyone else can remember the Coronation festivities at the school, please share your
memories.
Barbara Steels (Miller) Hood/Rodney 1957 – 1961
Responsible for TWA’s Memorabilia collection.
Ed note: See page 15 and the back page for more photographs of the Copper Beech Tree.
A sketch sent in by Helga
(Smith) McNeil drawn in
1997 and the Copper Beech
tree is located in the top
right hand corner - you can
see where the tree was in
relation to Churchill House.

An Appeal for any information……. from Elke Dore (former PRS Matron)
A letter received from Elke asked if we've any knowledge on the whereabouts of a former PRS
nurse (German) who married a PRS dentist (British). They had 2 children and lived in London.,
Elke remembers them visiting in the early 60s.
The TWA committee have researched any dentists of that era and we have no one who fits that
description so if anyone has any information please get in touch with the TWA.
On behalf of the TWA members I would like to send Elke all our very best wishes for a
continued recovery. Elke has recently had a knee operation and her words are, ‘feeling
much better now’.
Bonteheim "snippet"
Bonteheim was the destroyer dock for all provisions (power, steam and electricity). The building
had a cafeteria and offices for the destroyers Hans Lody and Karl Galster. These destroyers
were sunk in Narvik, Commodore Bonte with them. Toilets and showers were located there and
a medical station. All now demolished and replaced with new built flats.
The name of Commodore Bonte still lives as Bonte Kai and is used for visiting ships and events.
Cyril Clarke (Howe 54-55)
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Left: The Copper Beech Tree as per the
report on pages 13/14. Taken from the Car
Park by Richard Loveday this year.
Below: is a photograph of Howe girls,
see Cas’s story on page 11
Below: This is a view of the tree taken 1997—Thanks to Marg (Ireson) Garford

Middle two photographs—see Helga’s story
on page 10.

Below: Ruth Warburton and friends
Mini Reunion in Canada see page 10.

L-R Terry Barker, Helga (Smith) McNeil and
Sherry Greaves, on screen Eric Greaves
talking to Terry Barker from Canada—oh the
joys of the Internet!

Right:
Debbie Beckett (with her mum) at her recent 60th
birthday celebrations. Thank you Andy Renou for
this photograph
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Top left: Frances Warner
(Collingwood 65-67) my lovely
sister, won the star prize at the
raffle held in Farnborough on 22nd
August 2010. The framed picture
is one of Andy Renou’s
(Webmaster) prints, which he
kindly donated.
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A big thank you to John
and Norma Dunlevy, Carol
Goronwy, Maggie Lennie,
Dennis Price and Marg
Garford for giving me
access to these
photographs which were
taken during the Mini
Reunion in Farnborough
on 22nd August 2010
organised by John
Papworth and Pat
Underhill. See John’s
report on page 11
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Above left and right—The late Mike Griffiths in The Lifeguards uniform in 1968 and wearing
the TWA T-shirt in Bristol 2001, see all reports on pages 26, 27 and 28
Thank you to Joe Kinson and Mr Peter Kimmance for sending in these photographs
Below left—The late Mr Stan Irwin, Baltic 1971 Below Right—The Late Judy (Abbey) Kemp
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This information is referring to the photograph of the late Mr Stan Irwin with Crew on
Page 2, thank you to Mr Peter Kimmance for all this information.
Left to right in order:
Mr Stan Ambrose - a genial companion and valued colleague who became Head of Lower
School at PRS Rinteln. He arrived in Wilhelmshaven in January 1971.
Mr Stan Irwin - a tremendously lively, enthusiastic and well-liked colleague who arranged and
captained the sailing adventure.
Mr Peter Browning - a younger colleague who was a motorcycling enthusiast. He had been
at PRS for sometime before I arrived and was good company and moved on to PRS Rinteln.
Mr Keith Torode (fore-ground) - appointed Head of Mathematics at PRS January 1971 and
also went on to PRS Rinteln. Great company and highly regarded by his colleagues including
myself.
Mr Vivyan (Viv) Bennett - had been previously a colleague of Stan at PRS but had left sometime before our arrival. He joined our trip in the Baltic and proved to be an amusing and unconventional companion. I think he taught Art. He was an experienced sailor whose adventures have probably been documented elsewhere.
Members of the crew who are not in the photo are Barry (Stan's son) and myself who took the
photograph.
I was appointed Head of Science at PRS Wilhelmshaven from January 1st 1971 and moved on
to PRS Rinteln in the same post where I stayed until 1985. I taught Physics to ‘A level, some
Chemistry and Science.
Mr Peter Kimmance
Some of the many comments placed on the PRS Blog after receiving the sad news of the
death of Miss Tew, more on page 28
‘Sad news , particularly as I have a very fond memory of her at the Cardiff reunion when she
said to me "I have ten more reunions to attend as I'm going to live until I'm 100!!” Delightful
lady—Roger Hall
I did not have much contact with her at PRS but got to know her at reunions. Amazing lady always gadding off somewhere in the world and really having fun. She made me smile too when
she confided in me that she would never ring her friend Monica (Miss Tebbs). She always
waited for her to ring first as she was a little bit scared of her.—Carol Goronwy
I last saw Betty Tew in Cardiff and was amazed at how sharp witted she was. Diminutive in size,
yet larger than life in personality. My sister will be devastated, her name was always on her lips
as she thought the world of her and had Betty to thank for the shorthand and typing skills that
she would subsequently put to good use.—Paul Levitt
The Victory Services Club
SAF Membership
We currently have close to 9,000 Serving Armed Forces Members and our aim is to reach
10,000 by the end of the year. Membership is free to SAF men and women and their spouses/
partners. Please pass on this information to anyone you know who is currently serving in the
Armed Forces. Please visit our website www.vsc.co.uk to get more information on SAF membership and to apply online.
The 10th Thousand SAF member will receive a free bottle of wine on his/her first stay.
19

After the Battle, (ATB) Issue 148 www.afterthebattle.com
Wilhelmshaven – a short review of an article written by Tony Colvin (Matthews 1951-2,
Collingwood 1953-5).
Our memorabilia collection has been donated a copy of this excellent publication by
Tony Colvin and I just couldn’t put it down until I had finished reading it!
When we attended PRS during the period from 1947 – 1972, most of us would have
been aware that Wilhelmshaven had played an important role during World War 2. Personally,
my knowledge when I attended the school was that the main site had been a former German
submarine base and this had been taken over by the Royal Navy after the war. I also thought I
knew that the Bonteheim site and the Fleigerdeich buildings were connected to the Navy in
some way and that there were lots of bombsites in the town.
After reading Tony’s article, I now have an understanding of the whole history of
Wilhelmshaven from its creation in 1869, and then through both World Wars, the surrender of
the Town on May 6th 1945 and the arrival of the Naval Party 1735 under the command of
Captain Edward Conder (Naval Officer in Charge) and how the town looks today.
The key structure of Tony’s article is that it is illustrated by a series of ‘before and after’
photographs. The ‘before’ photos are accredited to the Bundesarchiv, The Imperial War
Museum and the National Archives of Canada, The Netherlands and the US. The ‘after’
photographs were taken by Tony on visits to Wilhelmshaven together with Lilo Bischoff (Matron
of Drake Girls) and Jenny Pearson (Boyer, Drake 1953-6) when he was preparing the article.
They were subsequently retaken by the editor of ATB.
The Fliegerdeich really was a seaplane base (a photo shows this) and the boarding site
buildings used by PRS pupils were the old Luftwaffe barracks! The Bonteheim site, now
replaced by some high-rise apartments, was formerly the Zerstörer-Kaserne (Destroyer
Barracks) and the name changed in 1940 to Bonteheim in honour of Kommodore Friedrich
Bonte, the Führer der Zerstörer. The U-boat barracks, built between 1936-7, on the north bank
of the Scheer-Hafen, comprising six accommodation blocks and a mess hall as well as the quay
where the submarines and other German Naval ships were tied up, eventually became the PRS
main site until it was completely demolished in 2009 except for the 2 bunkers, the sickbay and
the boiler house.
The former Prince Rupert School was intrinsically connected with the history of
Wilhelmshaven and if this brief review has whetted your appetite for further reading and viewing
some wonderful photographs of the history of the town you can view the memorabilia edition at
the next reunion or you can order your copy from
www.afterthebattle.com - Issue 148, cost £4.25p plus P&P.
Barbara (Miller) Steels Hood/Rodney 1957/61)
The TWA Website has all the latest news and photographs—apologies for the late display of
the Bell Tower and Church Window retrieval photographs; they are now on the website along
with lots of other items of interest.
Tony Colvin and Jenny Pearson’s translation of a review on ‘After the Battle’ by Hugo
Stockter as printed in German in the Wilhelmshavener Zeitung called ‘An Englishman’s View
of Wilhelmshaven’ is now on the TWA website.
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Reminiscences of a PRS Day Pupil by Virginia (King) Bates (Rodney 5454-59)
Part Two
I soon settled into the routine, met the other teachers’ children and travelled with them to
school on the day children’s bus. We were an unruly bunch. Julie Brinton, Penny Boyer, Alan
Ingle, Tony Wilkinson, Paddy ? Brake, etc. Do any of you remember how badly behaved we
were? I cringe when I think of how we hurled insults and then missiles, boys versus girls, and
lurched abut generally as the bus trundled over the cobbles through the town and across the
Deichbrucke to school. The German driver and escort could do nothing to restrain us.
Shamefully we took absolutely no notice. I think things got so bad, that either we had a duty
teacher travelling with us or we all went on the staff bus. We then joined the boarders for the
school day – assembly, and then lessons (I found it very odd to be taught Latin by my own
father), followed by lunch in Nelson with our respective houses. There was the brief experiment
of a ‘day pupils’ table’, but we messed about so much that, the plan was abandoned quite
quickly.
Thus passed the school day. We were part of PRS but somehow after school, at
weekends and during the holidays we had another life and the town became our playground.
We enjoyed the sort of freedom that children wouldn’t have in these overly cautious times. The
Wilhelmshaven of 1954 was not the happy prosperous town we know today. Like the rest of
Germany, it had suffered considerably in the war. There were bombsites on every street corner,
shortages in the shops and a general air of dilapidation and deprivation about the place. The
teachers with families mostly lived as we did in the ‘nicer’ part of this rather sad town in quite
posh houses and apartments, once apparently occupied by German naval officers and we had
lots of German neighbours. The local children were curious and friendly towards us, even
though their parents seemed a bit suspicious and withdrawn. This was hardly surprising as it
must have been too soon after the war, I now realise! So we found new friends to roller-skate,
cycle, swim and generally hang out with and we even learnt a bit of German along the way. I
remember how in the summer holidays, when the sun shone we used to cycle with German
friends to a destroyed harbour entrance, and recklessly jump off great slabs of broken concrete
into deep cold water, below the surface of which lurked more jagged concrete and lethal rusty
spikes – clearly very dangerous indeed! Such was the freedom we had in those halcyon days,
and our parents remained blissfully oblivious.
As for the rest of the King family in Wilhelmshaven – sister Pip and brother Nick
attended a tiny BFES Primary school in a sweet little house with a ‘jungle gym’ climbing frame in
its pretty garden, situated in a leafy street not far from where we lived. There were probably
fewer than twenty pupils all told, only one teacher, Miss Parker and a German assistant called
Fraulein Barrat, all delightfully cosy.
I’m not sure exactly what my mother and the rest of staff wives go up to during the week
while we were at school. Everybody had help in the house – few had live in staff even, and we
had two maids coming in daily, one of whom my mother taught to cook and who later became a
family friend. Therefore presumably there weren’t too many chores. Weekly (or was it
fortnightly?) a NAAFI van would arrive on our drive, from which al sorts of goodies could be
purchased, very cheap fags and booze for example and copious tins of evaporated milk.
Continued overleaf…………………..
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Continued……………
Christmas 1956
Part Two of A Day Pupil by Virginia
(King) Bates
Fresh milk in Germany at that time was
considered unsafe for us to drink. Tea
with evaporated milk tasted foul, and
coffee was an acquired taste, to say the
least. The wives must have acquired it
though, as I seem to remember there were
plenty of coffee parties! My mother could
be transported to and from these events,
or anywhere else for that matter by school taxi service. The cost would have been literally a
penny or two, or BAFVS as they were then. Does anyone remember them? Another high spot
was regular visits to Oldenburg in a special bus to the NAAFI shop, an emporium where you
could get just about anything British, groceries, clothes and footwear. After the shopping, there
was more ghastly coffee to be drunk –
somewhere called the Red Shield Club (?)!
The school holidays were a fabulous time.
When I wasn’t up to mischief in the town with
my friends (as detailed earlier) my father took
the family away to explore exciting European
Monitors and Prefects July 1956
Lemonade Time Whitsun 1956
locations, such as Nice, Paris, Venice, Swiss
Alps etc. In between times, at half term etc
we sometimes spent a few days holiday at
‘leave centres’ in various picturesque places
around West Germany. These were luxury
hotels requisitioned, I believe, after the war
as sanctuaries where British army officers
Young Visitors, Frobisher 1956

and civilians could take their families for
rest and relaxation. I remember a
particularly lovely hotel in the Harz
Mountains. We were so lucky!
Thus sped by an idyllic first two years in
Wilhelmshaven. Then my dad was
made housemaster of Collingwood
Boys, and the family moved to the
Fliegerdeich.

22

Memories are made of this………………
………….First of all thank you for all your hard work regarding the regular newsletters we get
with the “New Cavalier”. I thought you may be interested in the following:
I was in Collingwood House between 1959 – 1962 and am a member of the TWA. I have been
sorting through old paperwork today looking for something when I came across three copies of
“The Cavalier” which was the school magazine while I was at school. They have stirred many
memories of my time there and have some very interesting pictures and articles of what was
happening at that time. You may notice Robert Walker on many of the sports line ups and as
the lead role in Henry Vth. You may be interested to know that after my time at PRS I met an
actress who knew Bob in the theatre world. He was in a few roles on television ( I saw him in
one) and then went on to become an actor/producer. He married Maggie Steed, an actress who
has been on quite a few television series – Pie in the Sky being one. It would be interesting to
know what has happened to him now. I believe we had quite a few people from the school who
became well known after leaving.
Gill (Hobbs-Briggs) Johnson (Collingwood 59-61)
Ed note: thank you Gill for your kind comments.
Memories:
Remember learning to swim at the sportsplatz and skating on the frozen pool in
winter; can also remember being frozen stiff during a one-sided football match when I played
right back for the winning team (before the days of overlapping wingbacks ! ) Fond memories of
pillow fights and not so fond of the consequences when matron confiscated the pillows and
reported us to the housemaster. I can't remember his name but can still see his face when he
met me dressed in my full set of kilts (the whole Harry Lauder outfit!). I had to assure him this
was my Sunday outfit and would definitely not be worn to lessons. As well as being
photographed frequently the kilt outfit also led to several invitations to join fellow pupils on
parents weekends, most of which my parents were unable to attend. On Sundays we were
allowed to go for a walk along the embankment and usually ended up at the bombed site of the
midget submarines, a very exciting prospect for a 12 year old boy in 1951. I wish I could
remember more names of my friends then but I do remember one of them did not like ice-cream
and I was always happy to find myself seated next to him in the dining hall when ice-cream was
on the menu. One item on the menu which was avoided by all was spinach. No one could
convince us it did not come from the green scum clearly seen from the dining hall windows. It
was only in the past few years that I started eating spinach again. The other culinary non-delight
I remember was the curled up, hard as bricks toast served with the cocoa during prep up in the
long attic room. All in all it was a great learning experience on all kinds of levels. Just
remembered the cadets, messing about in a dinghy and trying to drill with a rifle which was
about the same size as me.
Resume:
Never really left school; after PRS went to senior secondary school in Scotland,
then Glasgow University and teacher training college; became a maths teacher, senior
housemaster and eventually a head teacher before retiring in 1998.
Robert (Bobby, Jock, Scotty) Hutchison (Collingwood 51-53)
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Speech Day, 23rd July 1949
On the 26th July 1949, the following article appeared in a Wilhelmshaven newspaper, a
copy of which Barbara Steels received on a visit to Wilhelmshaven in 2010. I have had the write
up translated by Ruth Dallas the wife of Bill Dallas (Collingwood 1947- 49), for which I and TWA
express our sincere thanks. This was the second Speech Day held in PRS, so I hope its of
interest to all our membership.
Joe Kinson (Rodney 1947- 50)
General Roberston in Wilhelmshaven

For the first time in his tour of duty in Germany the future High Commissioner for the
British Zone, Sir Brian Robertson, came for a short visit to Wilhelmshaven. On Saturday
afternoon he took part in festivities at Prince Rupert School, the British Boarding School for
children of members of the occupation forces, he also found an opportunity to talk to local
representatives of the local government.
General Robertson, coming from Jever airport, arrived on Saturday about 1 o’clock on
the school premises, the former submarine base. During the initial meeting, in beautiful weather,
between representatives of the occupation forces and German guests, pupils and teachers, the
latter in traditional black robes with colourful silk collars, had gathered in the gardens in front of
Churchill House where earlier in the morning Vice-Admiral Sir Patterson had inspected the
parade of Sea cadets. General Wansbrough-Jones as Chairman then called the Traditional
Speech Day Open, and handed over to the Headmaster Mr Smitherman for the annual report.
It was interesting to hear from him the well known worries of a headmaster in our times. More
than once did he mention the lack of equipment for various subjects.
He especially mentioned this last year as a period of rebuilding and completing the
school. The goal was the traditional British spirit of development of character but the priority
above that was the acquisition of knowledge. Mr Smitherman also mentioned the rumour of the
transfer of the school to Jever. It is thought to be ‘a little bit more than an idea’ and on the whole
to be welcomed but saying that there are still a number of obstacles in the way.
Following that General Robertson presented awards and mementos to the most
successful pupils of the year.
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In his address in a humorous way he declared courage as the purest virtue of a human being
which in the end leads to success in life. Spiced with anecdotes these were encouraging words
for the young from a man with such a widely travelled past and so knowledgeable, and who now
has this office of responsibility in Germany.
More importantly for us was of course his portrayal of the post war situation in
Wilhelmshaven. Oberbürgermeister Nieter and Oberstadtdirector Dr. Paffrath found an
opportunity to mention to the highest ranking British representative the great plight of our town
because of the likely loss of the only work provider. General Robertson appeared to be very
much in the picture about the special needs in Wilhelmshaven but was surprised that the
numbers which his researchers had produced of about 11,000 people out of work very much
underestimated our plight. We are short of about 15,000 new work places, in view of the fact
that soon German manual workers and white collar workers will be made redundant in the
British Occupation Service sector.
With the statement of this essential fact the representatives of the town left no doubt as
to the seriousness of the situation in Wilhelmshaven. Also the question of the basic necessity of
the inflow in the form of credit was also discussed. The Military Governor showed keen interest
in various new facts and asked for a written expose’ about the up-to-date situation of the town
“….. but no longer than two pages” he stressed. “I will certainly read it and arrange for
necessary steps to be taken.” Understandably he left open the question of what form these
measures would take ” …….. but something will definitely be done” he promised in conclusion.
That is his word, he has given it. From that view point we may value the visit of the
future High Commissioner as a positive event of this summer.

*****************************************************************************
Newsletter 50, page 22 ref
Roger Gable
Merriel (Plowman) Dixon has
sent me the attached photo in
response to my query on the
Roger Gable/Christine Storey
photo in the last newsletter. It
confirms my identification of
the mystery Christine in
NL50. It was taken at the
Whitsun Fete in 1957.
Merriel is just left of the centre
of the picture - brunette in
blazer and spotted skirt.
The blonde girl standing on Merriel's left is Sylvia Stewart, our room mate in Howe, and Merriel's
brother John is standing just in front wearing the white label!
To the right of the picture, pensively chewing her finger nails, is Christine Storey and Roger
Gable. Unfortunately Christine has yet to be located. All I can remember of her, apart from her
nickname of 'Fabby', is that her father was in the Army. She was a very entertaining room mate
with a fund of slightly saucy stories - well in our innocence they seemed very saucy - but there
were certainly no f words.
Lois Hammond (Hood/Howe 54-57)
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IN MEMORIAM
It was with great sadness that we have heard of the deaths of the following ex
pupils and members of staff:
Judith (Abbey) Kemp (Howe 47 - 51)
9th August 2009
Janet (Dawes) Harper (Rodney 52 - 54)
5th December 2009
Michael Griffiths (Rodney 48 - 49)
July 2010
Paul Kelly (Drake 62 - 65)
2006
Richard Payne (Mountbatten/Shackleton 68 - 72)
not known
Miss Betty Tew (Collingwood/Drake 59-68)
6th October 2010
Mrs Sonia (Herbert) Ryder Richardson
5th May 2010
On behalf of the committee and all members we would like to pass on our sincere
condolences to their families and friends.
The late Judy Margaret Donaldson (Abbey) Kemp 25.6.1934 – 9.8.2010
(see photographs on page 18)
Judy joined Prince Rupert School that first full term in September 1947 and was in Howe House.
During her time at PRS Judy was a member of the Girl Guides, the Choir and was Goalkeeper
in the School Hockey team. Judy became a School Prefect before leaving PRS at the end of
1951. After leaving school Judy became a nurse, and I believe she did her nursing training at
Leeds General Hospital. Judy married David Kemp, a farmer, and they had two children Janine
and Rory.
Judy joined TWA at the beginning and attended all the TWA Reunions right up to the reunion in
Blackpool in 2003. She and David regularly supported the 47ers reunions, and attended the first
Reunion arranged by Peter Mettyear and held on 30th November 1995, 20 of us attended. Judy
later held very popular reunions every year at her home in Horsforth, Leeds which members
from all year groups happily attended, until ill health made it difficult for her to host them. I
attended all of her reunions, as did many other 47ers and some of our teachers. Judy was an
excellent hostess, and she was a ‘cordon bleu chef’’ so many will recall the delicious food she
always prepared for us at her home. Judy and David also loved visiting the South of France
along with other friends from the 47ers for many years.
The 47ers were delighted to see Judy and David at a 47ers Reunion, held by Elizabeth (Allen)
Kerton in Somerset this May; they attended the Friday evening dinner, and the Saturday lunch.
They caught a train home to Leeds after that dinner.
Judy’s funeral was held at Rawdon, Leeds; Brian and Jean Cater (both PRS Pupils) and Trevor
Roberts and his wife Ann attended representing all those 47ers who were unable to attend. I
know that Judy, David and their children and grandchildren were in our thoughts on 17th August
2010. Judy was a very popular member of our group as well as David, he and Judy attended as
many functions as possible. On behalf of the 47ers and the other year groups, I know we will
miss having them both at our functions, and our thoughts are with David and family at this sad
time.
Joe Kinson (Rodney 1947-50)
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The late Michael Brian Griffiths
(see photographs on page 18)
Michael (Mike) was born in Harrow on 29/05/33, and in Autumn 1949 he joined Prince Rupert
School as a member of Rodney House. Whilst at PRS he took part in sporting events and was
a popular pupil.
After leaving PRS in Summer 1950 he returned to the UK and enlisted in The Life Guards and
served for 5 years. Mike then joined The City of London Police in November 1955 but decided
to leave after 9 months; he then decided to drive lorries and coaches. Mike rejoined The Life
Guards in 1959 in which he continued to serve until 1983 when he finally retired as a Warrant
Officer at age 50. Prior to completion of his Service, Mike was awarded the Meritorious Service
Medal, a very rare honour.
Whilst in The Life Guards, he was involved in many State Escorts, including The King’s Funeral,
Queen Mary’s Funeral, The Queen’s Coronation, and many Lord Mayors Shows, Mike also won
the Princess Elizabeth’s Cup for Best Trooper. In 1969 he was one of Prince Charles’s Escorts
in Caernarfon; Mike also went to many places to promote The Life Guards including New York
and Paris.
During his time in the Regiment, Mike became an instructor in the following:
Physical Training, Compressed Air Diving, Military Drill, Weapons Training, First Aid, Motor
Cycle riding, and eventually training future Motor Cycle Instructors, Army Rugby & Basketball
Coach. He was later Chief Adventure Training Instructor for the Royal Armoured Corps (RAC)
Junior Leaders, covering Rock Climbing, Canoeing, Abseiling, Pot-holing & Caving,
Orienteering, a true ‘Action Man.’
In between all these activities he was involved with Armoured cars when not on Ceremonial
duties, and served in the following places: Aden, Suez, Egypt (Canal Zone), Cyprus and two
tours back in Germany, 1953 in Wolfenbuttel, and 1961 in Herford.
Mike served 30 years in his Regiment. He retired proud to have served as a Life Guard, a
regiment he loved. In retirement he became a Training Supervisor on Dartmoor for the Military,
a job for which he was admirably qualified for and did up until he was nearly 70.
Mike was married to Christine for the last 10 years of his life. Many of Mike’s friends managed to
visit him and Christine during the Plymouth 2007 Reunion, which he sadly was unable to
attend. No doubt many TWA members will remember Mike proudly dressed in his kilt and
Highland rig at various Reunions. Mike died peacefully at home watching Golf on TV at 4 pm on
the 18th May 2010.
He will be sadly missed and I count myself lucky to have known Mike and may he rest in peace.
Our sincere condolences to Christine at this very sad time.
Joe Kinson (Rodney 1947-50)
27

The late Mr Stan Irwin, listed in NL 50
(see photographs on page 18 and on page 2)
I was saddened to hear of the death of Stan Irwin. Stan was an excellent and valued
colleague highly thought of both as a teacher and as a friend.
Although we were colleagues at PRS Wilhelmshaven for only 19 months I have happy and
lasting memories of times spent with him. Stan organised the Sailing Club for pupils. The
Mirror Dinghies, built from kits, were maintained and kept ship-shape by the pupil members of
the club. He introduced me to the pleasures of sailing.
In 1971 Stan organised a sailing trip, starting from Bremerhaven and touring around the
Danish islands of the Baltic. As the Skipper he organised a crew of 5 colleagues; myself,
Keith Torode, Stan Irwin, another Peter, an ex-colleague Vivyan and Stan’s son Barry as
cabin-boy. It was an enjoyable and unforgettable adventure.
Stan also built a Fireball Catamaran from kit and sailed it at speed regularly. This craft
excited much interest and envy from German enthusiasts and he received many large cash
offers for it. These he refused and I believe he took the Fireball to Australia when he
emigrated in 1972.
Regrettably but understandably, with the parting of the ways and the challenges of our move
to Rinteln and his move to Australia we lost contact. However, nearly 40 years later we still
retain happy memories and express our commiserations to his family.
Mr Peter Kimmance (Member of staff 1970—1972, then PRS Rinteln)
The late Sonia (Herbert) Ryder Richardson (5 May 1921 -5 May 2010)
Sonia will be remembered with affection by those of us who were the 47ers as she was
secretary to the headmaster Col. Smitherman from the schools inception.
She married a Naval Officer, David Ryder Richardson and when he left the Navy and returned
to the U.K he became a GP in Somerset. Her death was on her 89th birthday. Of the original
staff in 1947, only Mr Andrew Henderson who lives in Mellor, near Blackburn and Ruth Fallows
in Liverpool are still in touch. They were all very dedicated members of staff whose prime object
was our well being and our education. We are all very grateful for everything they did for us.
(John) Trevor Roberts (Collingwood 47-49)
The late Janet (Dawes) Harper (Howe 47-51)
Janet’s husband Brian wrote to us saying……….
Janet was a very keen though not an active member of the Association. She often talked of the
old school and friends that were there with her. The main reason that she did not take an active
part in the Association was due to her ill health.
Ed note: Our deepest sympathy goes to Brian and all their family.
Another comment from the PRS Blog re the sad passing of the late Miss Betty Tew….
I cannot begin to say how I feel…spoke to her not 10 days ago and she was still so alert,
booked up for next reunion and looking forward to another holiday in Thailand. A few of us will
go to her funeral on 19th October - and she will be so sadly missed by her 'girls'......who, at
reunions especially, always had our little bird under our wings. We spoke often and she was
always like a little butterfly and she was so tickled to be part of a girlie 'secret glass of wine or
two' in my room before dinner at recent reunions. A bad, but totally delightful, influence as she
would say :)
RIP Betty - Di Wray
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The late Miss Betty Tew
(photographs on Front cover and page 2)
Ed note: An excerpt from an email sent to me by Barbara……………
I was going to send the photo (see page 2) as a belated memory of the Cardiff reunion but, as
you know, Betty Tew sadly died a week ago. However, I'm sure Betty wouldn't mind if I send it
anyway, as she loved the reunions, especially seeing all 'her' Drake girls again. I have to admit,
I don't really recall much of what Betty was like while I was at PRS - teachers then were always
quite remote for most of us, unless you were in trouble, which I rarely was (mostly because of
the trouble I'd have been in at home were my Dad ever to hear of it). Talking after lights out
was possibly the only time I had to be scolded by her - and that was always Di Wray's fault,
never mine!! However, thanks to the many reunions we've all attended, I've got to know her a
lot better and have realised what a lovely lady she was. Her energy, memory, wit and compassion will be sadly missed but I'm sure those of us who are coming to the Nottingham reunion,
will raise a glass and toast our good fortune for having been lucky enough to have been a
Drakeite when she was.
Barbara (Taylor) Hall (Hood/Drake 59-63)
An edited version of the obituary written by Di Wray and read out by The Reverend Diane
Watson at the late Miss Betty Tew's funeral held in October 2010
See the full version on the TWA Website
From 1959 to 1968 Betty taught at a co-educational British Forces Boarding School, Prince
Rupert School, based in Wilhelmshaven, North Germany. Her main subject was French; she
was also a housemistress in two different ‘houses’ (Collingwood Girls and then Drake Girls) with
the unenviable task of watching over approximately 60 teenage girls.
She is remembered as a very good teacher and for times issuing the standard punishment for
talking after ‘lights out’, which was to strip one’s bed, stand in the corridor until it was deemed
we were so tired we would then remake our beds and fall into them half asleep. One ex-pupil,
who wishes to remain anonymous, also vividly recalls being ejected from Spanish classes for
‘chattering’ – the irony of which both she and Betty laughed at when they met up again many
years later! Betty was the only person she knows who could squeeze something onto every last
scrap of space on a letter or card – even if it meant writing right around the margins so that you
had to keep turning the page around in circles to read it all. And even then, there might be a
little postscript written on the envelope!
In 1995 the first ‘TWA’ Reunion was held and alternate years thereafter - Betty attended all bar
one of those. Needless to say, the only reason she missed that one was because she was
globetrotting in far flung exotic places! Betty thoroughly enjoyed these reunions, and happily
joined in with all the activities, she was delightful company and put many of us ‘youngsters’ to
shame as she danced the night away.
Many tributes have been paid by ex-pupils of PRS via the PRS Blog.
Only a couple of weeks before her death Betty booked up for the 2011 reunion and we were
already planning the weekend. Sadly, it wasn’t meant to be, and a little shining light will be
missing from our future reunions.
All of us in The Wilhelmshaven Association will miss her very much and to many of us Betty was
more than our teacher from years gone by, she was a very dear and true friend.
Ed note: see pages 19 & 28 for some of the many PRS Blog comments posted on the internet.
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FINDING PEOPLE!
If you want to contact anyone on these lists or are still searching for your
friends, then write, email or telephone Carol Goronwy (Collingwood 64-66).
New locatees since the last newsletter:
Name at PRS

Years

House

Ann Astbury

53 - 56

Collingwood

Tony Hillidge

Late 50's

Collingwood

Robert Hutchison

51 - 53

Collingwood

Michael Lambert

52 - 53

Collingwood

Ian Mclaren

59 - 61

Collingwood

Alan Nelson

63

Mountbatten

Sandra Strong

57 - 60

Collingwood

Christine Tetlow

60

Hood / Collingwood

Joined after being located a long time ago:
Name at PRS
Robert Duncan-Adam

Years
63 - 65

House
Howe

Nicholas Larner

63 - 65

Mountbatten Rodney

Name at PRS
Tom Barker

Years
63 - 65

House
Howe

Nicholas Bason

62 - 64

Drake Mountbatten

Eric Greaves

63 - 68

Drake

Sherry Greaves

65 - 68

Drake

Carol Hagan

59 - 61

Rodney

Garry Kelly

61 - 64

Mountbatten Drake

Sylvia Ricketts

53 - 56

Frobisher Rodney

Rejoined:

Have you met old school friends after many years?
Tell us about your reunion.
Send in a photo – as you were at school and now.
Members Website http://www.prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk
PRS Blog http://princerupertschool.blogspot.com/
30

The Wilhelmshaven Association
Material published in The New Cavalier may not be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in form without the prior permission of the Editor.
Email Contacts:
Chairman: Lois Hammond (Hood/Howe 54-57)
67 Larkhill Road, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY3 8XJ
Tel: 01743 353512.
Email: chairman @prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk
Membership Secretary/Treasurer: Carol Goronwy (Collingwood 64-66)
139 Blake Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 5LA
Tel: 0115 981 4246. Fax: 0115 914 1006.
Please note: if you wish to
Email: membership@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk
contact
any member by email
Newsletter Editor: Sue Burroughs (Collingwood 64-67)
or snail mail and you do not
Email: newsletter@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk
have the address then please
Finding Folk: Pat (Woods) Underhill (Howe 53-56)
Email: newfolk@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk
forward via those listed
Reunion: Peter Pillar (Rodney 65-68)
here...
Email: reun@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk

Bridge at Gamston Reunion
Monday 6th Sept‘10
Top photos L-R
Nick Bason (Drake Mountbatten 62-64),
Joan (Thurston) Kitching (Collingwood 5256), John Pook (Rodney 60-63) and Mike
Keen (Collingwood 52-54)

Mini Reunion coming up…….
Monday 6th December 2010
‘Bridge at Gamston’, Radcliffe Road,
Gamston, Nottingham NG2 6NP
Contact Carol Goronwy
(Collingwood 64-66)
TWA Secretary for details
Just drop in, no booking necessary, this
reunion is held every 3 months

Left photo L-R
Sue (Barlow ) Redgate (Drake 67-70)
and Peter Whitbourn (Drake 60-61),
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TWA Merchandise
Order by telephone (0800
(0800-2200hrs only)
email or the website
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Fantastic view of
the main site
before the
demolition
The Copper
Beech / Coronation
Tree clearly seen
here—see page 14
Taken from a
postcard sent in by
Lois Hammond
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