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The TWA Newsletter reaches all parts of the 
world.  This is Newsletter 56 received by 

Paul Levitt  (Drake 57-60) in the Nederlands 
just after the Olympics, hence the shirt - I 

would love to see photographs of your TWA 
Newsletter 57 in situ from wherever you are 

in the world - lets see if we can fill the 
gallery in Newsletter 58 as part of  
TWA 20th Anniversary celebrations. 
Paul L runs the PRS Blog which is  

always worth a visit 
http://princerupertschool.blogspot.co.uk/  

 
Sherry Greaves  
(Drake 65-68)  

A Mini -Reunion with me (Sue 
Burroughs) in April 2012 

 
This photograph was taken in 

before the rain set in. 
The backdrop is Durdle Door 

for those who may not 
recognise this famous 

landmark on the  
Jurassic Coast 

Photo left: 
Café Pudding, Wangerooge 1969 

 
Below - Sand Dunes Wangerooge 

Thank you Terry Barker  
(Lawson/Drake 66-69) for sending 

me these via the PRS Blog 
 

 

Top photo -Left to right 
Sue Illingworth, ?, ?, ? 
Right photo: L- R ?, Mike 
Cocklin & Brian Meakins 
Girls, ?, ?,Sue Illingworth ? 
Do you recognise anyone? 
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The Wilhelmshaven Association 

Newsletter Editor: Sue Burroughs 

18 Hillside Road, Wool, WAREHAM, Dorset BH20 6DY 
Tel: 01929 463803  Email: newsletter@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk 

http://www.prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk 

TWA Grand RaffleTWA Grand Raffle  

  
As usual, there will be a Grand  Raffle during the Southampton Reunion with half proceeds in 
aid of a local charity and half to TWA Facilities fund. In the past TWA members have donated 

some great prizes, and your generosity would be appreciated again.  
 

Please contact Melodie (Beevers) Hayter (Rodney 58-59) 
Email: melodiebeevers@aol .com  or Telephone: 01793 814684  

if you have anything you wish to donate 
 

Mini Reunion in Canberra Mini Reunion in Canberra -- see page 9 for an update see page 9 for an update 
Sonya (Etherington) Davidson (Hood/Collingwood 61-64) is organising a reunion in 

Canberra on 9/10th February 2013.  
Anyone interested in the Canberra reunion please contact  

Sonya using her email address: sonya.davidson@bigpond.com 

Mini Reunion Monday 3rd December 2012Mini Reunion Monday 3rd December 2012 

‘Bridge at Gamston’,  Radcliffe Road, Gamston, Nottingham NG2 6NP 
Contact Carol Goronwy (Collingwood 64-66) TWA Secretary for more information 

Contact details on the back page 
Just drop in, no booking necessary -  this reunion is held every 3 months 

Dear Members 
 
Rain, rain and more rain, that seems to be the weather in the southern part of  the UK as I write 
this.  Never mind it makes the grass green and we are supposed to be a ‘green and pleasant 
land’.  As usual this a packed Newsletter full of your news, memories and photographs; a big 
thank you to all those who have contributed, and to all those who are thinking about it, I look 
forward to hearing from you.  There is an appeal for new volunteers for the committee on page 
8 as several long serving committee members are planning to retire from their posts next year. 
(See Chairman's letter on Page 5).  Thank you to Terry Abrey (Collingwood 59-61) for proof 
reading this edition of the Newsletter. 
 
On behalf of the TWA committee I would like to wish you A Merry Christmas and all the very 
best for 2013 which, by the way, will be the 20th anniversary of the TWA. 
 
Kind regards                                          Sue Burroughs (Collingwood 64-67) 

Photos on Front Cover are from S Burroughs from 
the Wilhelmshaven Album 1997 
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♦ More photos, memories and stories 
 

And much, much more…………… 

Last date for items 

to be submitted for  

Newsletter 58  

is Monday  

11th February 2013 

Appeal for Information from Barbara (Miller) Steels - I am working on a project on the BFES 

Primary School that was at 28 Herbart Strasse in Wilhelmshaven in the 50's. If anyone can recall the 

school opening or anything else about it, please contact me on:   b.steels248@btinternet.com    
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CHAIRMAN TO RETIRE IN 2013 
Letter from Your Chairman 

Dear Friends 
I have been on the TWA Committee since 1998 and took over as Chairman in late 1999. At 
the same time, for 8 years I was the Newsletter Editor and looked after its Printing and 
Distribution – but then I was 14 years younger than I am now and had much more energy. So 
at the last Committee meeting in October, I announced my wish to retire from the committee 
by mid 2013.  With the enthusiastic support of this great TWA committee, I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time being at the centre of the TWA ‘happenings’. 
 
However, I firmly believe it is now time for me to hand over the ‘chair’ to a younger 

member.  Currently, we have 609 members – a remarkable number compared to similar 
associations, particularly as Prince Rupert School Wilhelmshaven existed for just 25 years 
from 1947 to 1972. So we have a diminishing, finite membership pool and our youngest 
members are now in their 50s.  The Association has a sound administrative base, an 
experienced and willing committee and a healthy balance sheet, but we do need our younger 
members to step forward to take on some of the committee work. (See Recruiting Poster on 
page 8)   
In 2013 TWA will celebrate its 20th Anniversary and I am sure that the Association has at 
least another 15 years to run, or maybe another 20, with a younger committee to take it 
forward.  
Thank you all for your support over the past 14 years.  I look forward to seeing many of you at 
the reunions we have ahead of us and reading of your PRS exploits and memories in the 
Newsletters. 
 
With Very Best Wishes, 
Lois 

Accounts for the 12 months ended 5th April 2012 

I am pleased to report that TWA Accounts were in a healthy state at the end of the 2011/12 
Financial Year. A summary of the accounts is as follows (the figures for the previous financial 
year are printed alongside in brackets.): 
General Fund:  Brought Forward from 2010/11 – £1467.08(£1294.49)  
Income: Subscriptions & Merchandise – £8205.48(£6882.04) Expenditure: Merchandise, 
Fox Web Hosting, Stationery, Misc Postage, Room Hire for Meetings, Newsletters Printing 
and Postage, Pay Pal Charges, and PRS Rinteln Book Tokens – £7410.65(£5414.96) The 
Committee decided not to transfer any sums from the General Fund to the Contingency Fund 
for a seventh year. Therefore the balance carried forward to 2012/13 was £794.83(£1467.08).   
Contingency Reserve: Brought forward from 2011/12 - £3012.57 (£3012.57). Facilitation 
Fund: Brought forward from 2011/12 – £3441.17 (£3064.97). Income from Donations 
(including the donation of their expenses by committee members), Raffles and Sale of 
Second Hand Books on E Bay was £689.12 (£439.20). Grants totalled £50(£63.00).Balance 
carried forward to 20012/13 was £4080.29(£3441.17).  
If you would like further details then please contact the Treasurer, Carol Goronwy. 
 
Lois Hammond (Chairman) 
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Book Now to Be Sure of Your Place at Book Now to Be Sure of Your Place at   
The Wilhelmshaven Association Biennial Reunion 

31st May and 1st June 2013 
De Vere Grand Harbour Hotel, Southampton 

  
TICKETS:: £74.00 per head (for two days) – £50.00 per head (Saturday only) 
Please note this does not include accommodation – see below for hotel information. 
  
Members may bring a guest however if they are an ex-PRS-ite, then he, or she, must be a fully 
paid up Member of TWA for 2013/14. 
  
The Grand Harbour is a very modern 4 star hotel located in Southampton city centre and a 
short walking distance to the High Street overlooking Southampton Water. 
  
It has 173 bedrooms – the Traditional rooms have TV with selected Sky channels, Internet 
connection , Direct Dial telephone, Hairdryer, Tea / Coffee making facility, iron and ironing 
board, bath and shower - In addition there is leisure club with indoor pool.  There are also some 
great local attractions to visit, from the Maritime Museum with its new Titanic exhibition or The 
New Forest, Marwell Zoo, the Medieval Walls or the nearby Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. 
  
We have negotiated a special overnight Car Parking charge for residents of £5.00 per night. 
  
Proposed Programme: The reunion weekend will begin with a Meet and Greet on Friday 
evening followed by a Fork Buffet Dinner. Saturday morning and afternoon you are free to 
enjoy the attractions of the City. Saturday evening there is the formal Dinner followed by a 
Disco Dance. You can book tables for the Saturday dinner so you can be seated with your 
friends, if you wish. There will be displays of Memorabilia and TWA Merchandise for you to 
browse or buy at selected times on Friday and Saturday. 
  
BOOKING YOUR TICKET: If you have lost or misplaced your Booking Form ………….. 

You can download a form from the TWA website, complete online or ring Carol G.You can download a form from the TWA website, complete online or ring Carol G.  
To pay by credit/debit card the safest option is to log onto the TWA website and use the PayPal 
system. 
  
You do not need a PayPal account – just your card details - full details on the form. 
  
REMEMBER, YOU MUST BOOK YOUR OWN ACCOMMODATION! 

  
ACCOMMODATION: 50 rooms have been reserved in the hotel for TWA members at a 
generous discounted rate and more will be made available if required. Rooms not booked by 
19th April 2013 will be put back on the open market. The discounted rate is £99.00 for single 
occupancy and £109.00 for double occupancy, per room, per night.  This rate is inclusive of 
breakfast and vat. If you or your guest are disabled in any way, it is strongly recommended that 
you advise the hotel of this when making your booking and again on arrival. This is a multi-
storey hotel and all bedrooms are accessed by lifts with emergency access via the stairs. 
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Please note that the West Quay area of Southampton is a 

very busy and popular place.  So please BOOK EARLY for 

both accommodation and tickets for the Biennial Reunion.  If 

you would like to stay in The De Vere Harbour Hotel the 

reserved rooms are disappearing fast but more have been 

made available - again I must emphasise BOOK NOW; there 

is no payment made at this stage for the hotel. 

The last date for booking and paying for Reunion Tickets is 

end of March 2013, after that please ring Carol G (telephone 

number on back page), there may still be an opportunity to 

book your place. 

Upgrades may be possible for an additional charge per night, these are: 

Double Deluxe Room - £10.00 supplement - Larger room, town view 
King Deluxe Room - £20.00 supplement - King bed, waterfront view, balcony on request 
Double Executive - £30.00 supplement - Larger Room, town view, balcony, sitting area. 
King Executive - £40.00 supplement - Larger Room, waterfront view, Large balcony, sitting area. 
  
Booking the Hotel: To ensure that you get the discounted rate you must ring +44 ( 0 ) 2380 
633033 then select option 1 for reservations and quote  WILH310513 (Don’t forget to have your 
Credit Card details to hand). The Booking line is open Mon – Sat 8am – 10pm and Sundays 9 
am – 6 pm.  The Room rate for extensions to your stay on the Thursday and Sunday nights will 
have to be negotiated at the time of booking for the best available rate. Please note that check 
in time is from 3.00 pm. 
   
GETTING THERE: 

By Car - Take the M3 South and leave at Junction 13 to the M27. Exit at Junction 3 to the M271 
and follow the signs to Southampton waterfront. 
Sat Nav Coordinates: Latitude: 50.8998 Longitude: -1.4077 Post Code SO15 1AG 
By Train - Southampton Station is  5 mins away – taxi approx. £5 
By Coach - National Express Coach station is 5 mins away 
By Air - Southampton airport is  20 mins away 
  
Alternative Accommodation:  There is a wide range of alternative accommodation in 
Southampton  with several large hotels within easy walking distance of the Grand Harbour. 
Watch the newspapers for special weekend offers.  
You can obtain details of alternative accommodation and Tourist Attractions from the 
Southampton Tourist Centre Telephone: +44(0)23 8083 3333  
Email: tourist.information@southampton.gov.uk  
 
The Tourist Centre Opening hours Monday - Friday 9.30-5.00  and Saturday 9.30-4.00. (Closed 
Sundays and Bank Holidays).  More information available online at:   
http://www.visit-southampton.co.uk/site/southmatpon-visit 
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YOUR COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU! 
2013 will be the 20th Anniversary of the foundation of  

The Wilhelmshaven Anniversary by Liz (Bird) Hughes 
Since 1998 the Association has been run by a committee of volunteers.   

Many of those original volunteers are still serving on the committee 

and are happy to continue in post - but we cannot ignore their 

advancing years. The Committee needs some new young blood if 

TWA is to continue for the next 5, 10 or, very optimistically, 15  

years. Are you 65 years young or younger? Have you enjoyed the 

Reunions, read the newsletters? Then it is time to ask yourself just 

what can YOU do to keep the Association and the Biennial 

Reunions going. Your Chairman intends to retire in June 2013 (or 

earlier if a replacement can be found), together with Terry 

English, the Vice Chairman, and Pat Underhill, who has been 

searching for PRS-ites since 1994. 

Not only are we looking for immediate replacements for those 3 
people, but Sue Burroughs, the Newsletter Editor,  and Di Wray,  who 
looks after the Newsletter Printing and Distribution, have said that 
they too wish to stand down within 12 months. The Reunion Sub-
Committee will also need some new members. Are you a Facebook 
user, then perhaps you could volunteer to be our new Facebook 
Representative?  

Do you have some new ideas for the running of TWA?  

e.g. better use of technology or reorganisation of reunions -  

then step forward – We need You. 

 
If you would like to help in some way, or would like to know more about 

the work of the committee and/or particular posts then please contact: the 

Chairman Lois Hammond by Telephone: 01743 353512.  

Email chairman@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk  
or write to 67 Larkhill Road, Shrewsbury, SY3 8XJ. 

TWA Needs New Committee Members 

to Survive! 
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The Sportsplatz  
Sports Day Summer Term 1966/67  

Left photograph: 
Frances (Burroughs) Warner (Collingwood 65-67) 

Students of the languageStudents of the language  

 
My knowledge of German stopped at ‘Achtung Spitfire!’  There weren’t many of us from that 
generation that would go beyond that.  Perhaps, ‘Donner and Blitzen,’ might be added.  
However the newborn students had arrived.  As far as we could see everything started with, 
‘Guten Tag’.  This seemed inadequate so added a little bow.  Our hosts were delighted and 
said, ‘You English are so polite.’  We were encouraged and one of our wives announced that 
her housekeeper was going to teach her a little German each day.  The snag was that her 
delightful putzfrau had a problem with the roof of her mouth, ( please forgive me) and our wife 
began to speak German with a distinct roof-of-mouth flavour.  That caused guffawing amongst 
the Somerset types of student. 
 
The big one came when another wife took her car to the local garage.  Over the door read an 
announcement: - SCHNELL DIENST 
Of course we all knew that this meant a quick service for your car.  Our wife greeted the boss 
with ‘Guten tag, Herr Schnelldienst’.  In the workshop this had another meaning and the 
delighted mechanics fell about with pleasure. 
 
We were pretty good with ‘Auf Wiedersehn’. 
 
Hello Peter Bernades, I felt so sad about your mum and dad.  We knew them well, all of us liked 
them very much.  Tom was held in high esteem as an effective and good teacher and Phyl  
knew how to run a good party!  As far as I can remember you didn’t get invited, you just 
assumed you were going!  You lived in an impressive house that must have, once, 
accommodated a German Admiral (Donitz?).  You might recognise your mum in the above 
story, wife number one, methinks! 
 
Mr Mervyn Batty (Howe Housemaster 64-67) 
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Putting the record straight…… take twoPutting the record straight…… take two  
  
A reply to an article by Malcolm Hynes (Rodney 
47-51) in Newsletter 56 page 10 

 
In this interesting article it was claimed that a photo I 
took during my time at PRS from 1955 to 1960 was of 
an iron piling being removed in 1948/49.  Malcolm 
Hynes went into great detail regarding the 
circumstances of the removing of this piling and later 
told me that the crane was then dismantled.   
However I have to say that in about 1956/57 a similar 
crane was specially erected for the purpose of the 
heavy lift shown in my photo. 
Since my photo was published in the Newsletter 55, I have been in contact with Cyril Clarke 

(Howe 54-55) who has a special interest in WW2 German U-boats.  He has looked at a more 

detailed version of the photo and says that it could possibly be the U-boat U777 which was the 

only U-boat sunk in the Banter See.  There is also the brief Post Script to an article by Peter 

Willis alias Dieter Dappen (Matthew/Rodney 52-54) on page 10 of Newsletter 55. He writes that 

his own biological father (who sailed on U-boats) told him that his boat was sunk in 

Wilhelmshaven harbour basin right next to what later became PRS Main Site during a major 

day-time air raid on Wilhelmshaven towards the end of WW2.Thank you for these photographs 

Richard T 

As with the event of 1948/49 described by Malcolm Hynes I 

also remember seeing a diver in full gear going down into the 

water from the crane.  Later the sections of the submarine 

were dumped by the side of the causeway which enabled us 

to have a closer look.  Perhaps there are other former pupils 

from around 1956/57 who remembers these events? 

Richard Tomlinson (Drake 55/60) 

Photo - R Tomlinson 

Photo below: 

The Frozen Sea 

Walker, Brooks and Norris 

View from 
Kaiser 
Wilhelm 
Bridge 

Photo above 

 

Far Right  

?, D Smith,  

G Hicks,  

J Brooks, ? 
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The Memories keep flooding back….The Memories keep flooding back….  
 
NOVEMBER 1952 EN ROUTE TO PRS - Gosport to Wilhelmshaven 
  
Part TWO 
January 1953 - Off on another long Train trip ALONE. Hundreds of kids all ages . New ones like 
me who just sit and listen. Experienced pupils from previous terms looking for the new ones. 
Main question - your name and  house and have you any of your mums sweets, cakes etc. They 
enjoy as you VOLUNTARILY give up all these goodies to all these strange kids. 
 
Arrive in the far cold North and am dispatched to Collingwood on a distant Deich. Looking at the 
notice board in the lobby to find out what happens next. 
Suddenly a familiar face comes into view - my old ship mates Melvyn /Stan. We find the rooms 
we are allocated and select a bed in the different rooms. Then go for a gathering in our new 
home with fellow house mates to learn about the  
rules & regulations. 
That first night I am in a room with three others who have been at PRS for a few terms. So I lie 
there listening to the stories, both good and bad, wondering where I have come to. Lights out, 
no talking they explain later. They start to chat and then suddenly the door is thrown open. 
Lights on -  my first face to face with my welcoming House Master (Mr G Wright plus cane!! ) he 
tells us all, ‘you know the rules no talking’. Touch your toes - whack, whack GO TO BED AND 
NO NOISE.! 
Me - I want my mum and I am going home tomorrow, no problem. What sort of school is this? 
  
Next day off to main school on a bus with no conductor and no fare to pay. I notice the sea is an 
Iced up Harbour with Ice Breaking Boats . Never ever seen Portsmouth Harbour with ICE. What 
sort of place have I been banished to? Assembly, then allocated a class and in the same 
class is Melvyn, my ferry friend, a face I know. We finished up in the same house and every 
term always in the same class, 3rd year, 4Tand 5T then demobbed back to UK and both still in 
'Ampshire !!  Melvyn was the more successful pupil, a Maths star & he was a good Bowler in the 
School Cricket eleven - spinner. 
  
After my first week I settled in and I really enjoyed the rest of my time at PRS and found it all 
very strange when I returned to the UK. All my school friends were now all over the world . A 
few passed thru' the embarkation Hostel in Portsmouth during the late 50's en route to the rest 
of world. 
  
So at the Mayfair reunion I went off with Barrie Paice (forgot the year) and then most of all 
Newbury 1997 (Thanks to Liz and her team ) and subsequent reunions I was pleased to attend 
and go down memory lane. Many sagas recalled and now I enjoy the PRS Blog for current news 
Thanks to Paul of the Benelux. Luckily the next reunion is in my Patch 'Ampshire, so at the ripe 
age of three score and a bit, I look forward to another memory lane encounter at the ‘PRS 
Cavalier Club’. 
Alex Briggs (Collingwood 53 -55) L60 and, one of the PRS Bloggers  
 

The link address for the PRS Blog run by Paul Levitt is: http://princerupertschool.blogspot.co.uk/ 
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‘Do You Know’ ‘Do You Know’ -- who remembers this? who remembers this?  

  
Sometime during 1956/57 my parents made a tape recording of the BFN broadcast of the "Do 
You Know" quiz competition between PRS and Queen's School, Monchengladbach, in which I 
participated as the youngest member of the PRS team 
 
Given that I have not had access to a reel-to-reel tape recorder, I have not listened to the tape 
for over 50 years, but recently succeeded in having it digitised, which I understand was a far-
from-straightforward process! As it may be of interest and probably a source of amusement to 
some of those who were present at PRS during the 1956/57 academic year, I thought I should 
let you have the URL for the recording which is  https://vimeo.com/40034767 
Please feel free to make this available to anyone who may want to listen to it. 
  
Mike Jones-Lee (Drake, 1956-1959) 

 
Note from Lois H - Jo Fleming, the PRS team captain in this quiz comes to the lunches in the 
Prince Rupert Hotel every year. 

Mr Callan’s Reading List 

by Lois Hammond (Hood/Howe 54 – 57) 
 

In September 1955 I moved up into the 3rd Year where Mr Kevin Callan taught English. One of 
our first tasks was to copy from the blackboard a list of recommended reading into the back of 
our exercise books.  Each week more books were added to the list. The last entry in my book 
was Number 114 – The Adventure of Ulyssees (sic) by Charles Lamb. Was this the end of the 
list, or was it continued in a new book? I don’t remember.  That old exercise book was discov-
ered in one of the cardboard suitcases that I used at PRS which I had abandoned in my father’s 
house. 
In the past 60 years, over half the books on the list, which are rattling good yarns mixed with 
plenty of swash, buckle and humour, have been turned into films for the big screen or a TV mini-
series.  Think of the HG Wells titles: War of the Worlds; The Time Machine; and The History of 
Mr Polly; Alexander Dumas’s The Three Musketeers, The Count of Monte Cristo and The Man 
in the Iron Mask; Baroness Orczy's The Scarlet Pimpernel; Charles Dickens – which of his 
books has not yet been screened on Sunday night TV? Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe and Quentin 
Durward; the Bronte sisters’ Jane Eyre and Wuthering Heights; R L Stevenson’s Kidnapped and 
Treasure Island; Thomas Hardy’s Vanity Fair; Conan Doyle and his Sherlock Holmes novels. 
Even the whimsical Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame has been turned into a film and 
stage play.  
Have I read my way through that list?  No not yet. Yet again I confess to some unfinished home-
work. However, I live in a house full of books and many of those on Mr Callan’s list are on the 
shelves, so I really have no excuse.  
 
If you are looking for a holiday reading list, let me know and I will send you a copy?  
 
Lois Hammond (Hood/Howe 54-57) 
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BBC ‘Top of the Form’  Monday 16th January 1956BBC ‘Top of the Form’  Monday 16th January 1956 - NL 56 page 13 
 
Page 12 - 'Top of the Form' photograph  Clive Weldon should be Clive Welch 
James, Patrick and Neil were all in Rodney! Thank you John Simes PRS Historian 
The full story…... 

The picture of the 'Top of the Form' team was interesting.  In fact, the man standing 
behind the team was my father, Harold Boyer, who was Drake Housemaster and subsequently 
Deputy Head between 1953 and 1956.  He organised the quiz with the BBC.  The tallest girl is 
Virginia King, as I'm sure she'll tell you herself: I can't remember the names of the other 
girls.  Of course, in those unenlightened days, teams were always single-sex, and as we didn't 
know until a week before whether the team we would face would be a girls' one or a boys', both 
teams had to be prepared equally 
  
My father had an interesting background, having been born in Berlin of a German mother and 
an American father, so he initially had American nationality, but was a fluent German 
speaker. His father, an engineer, worked for a British firm, and the family came to the UK shortly 
after WWI.  My father went to a boarding school in Devon where he later taught, and eventually 
became a Governor.  He was naturalised after WWII, and after PRS became an HMI (HM 
Inspector of Schools) of English, Drama and History, first in Middlesex and then in 
Northumberland.  Old PRS pupils may remember his terrifying Mikado (with my mother as 
Katisha)!  He died in 1990, and my mother, Isabel, in 2006, aged 95. 
  
I'm a retired teacher trainer, and am living in Devon, with Anthony Colvin (Collingwood, 1950-
55), whom I knew at PRS and met again through the PRS Association. in 2004, after I'd been 
widowed.  We'd had no contact for over 40 years. 
 
Jenny (Boyer) Pearson (Drake 53-56)  

Photo from Meg (Perry) Jadlowkier (Collingwood 59-62) 

L-R Babs Farquar, Pamela Chiverton, Linda Coskett, Heidi ?, Heather ? Liz French, Trish ? 
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Reunion news……Reunion news…… 

The Fab Four in Ontario 

There was a really Mini Reunion in Ontario in August.  Four former pupils of the 1947 generation 
met for lunch in a country garden just south of Sudbury, Ontario, on August 22nd.  There were 
supposed to be five of us, but Ruth (Trendle) Warburton and her husband Eric had to cancel 
their visit at the last moment because of a family crisis.   
 
So there were only four PRS-ites, see page15 for photograph of the girls with three husbands: 
Don Pilcher, Ron Rose and Ian Plummer.  It was a hot summer afternoon when we gathered in 
the Plummer’s garden.  We lunched on the deck, took a couple of photos for posterity, and 
spent a happy afternoon catching up.  Jane was staying with family about an hour’s drive 
away.  She was not keen to drive a lonely road in the dark, by herself, and she had promised to 
meet her family at the end of their canoeing trip; so she didn’t stay for dinner at a local 
restaurant.   
 
The next morning Don and Ron played nine holes at a local golf course before we all met up 
again for a sandwich lunch. Then the visitors left to drive home. 
 
Ann-Margret (Radford) Plummer (Howe 47-52) 

Update on the Oz Mini reunion  - 9th/10th February 2013 

  
Yes – it’s all coming together.  We have 21 people coming confirmed and another 15 or so who 
are possibles.  People are coming from NZ, Western Australia, Queensland, South Australia 
and Victoria as well as NSW.  We also have Sherry from Canada, and Hilary and John  from the 
UK coming.  So it’s all really exciting.  We have booked the Mercure Olims Hotel in Canberra for 
the weekend and are having a formal dinner there on the Saturday night.  I am hoping to 
organise a dinner cruise on Lake Burley Griffin on the Friday night, but still waiting for final 
numbers before I do that. 
 
We’re scouting around for music just now – trying to get music to fit all the decades that are 
being represented. 
I am hoping it will be a success – if the level of excitement is anything to go by then it should be.  
If you would like to be part of this reunion please use the details on page  4 to contact me. 
  
Cheers  
Sonya (Etherington) Davidson (Hood/Collingwood 61-64)  

More about Southampton - Did you know the ill fated Titanic sailed from the Southampton? 
Visit the Titanic museum - those online visit these links to find out more. 
http://www.visit-southampton.co.uk/site/historic-old-town   
http://www.visit-southampton.co.uk/site/walks-and-tours/qe2-mile   
 

The De Vere Harbour Hotel is situated beside the famous West Quay Shopping Centre,  if you 
have your own transport then it is only a half an hour drive to the New Forest. 



15 

 

Above-Vic Longyears 47ers function held at Esseborne Manor, Hurstbourne Tarrant-8th August  

Below -L-R:Jane (Fletcher) Cooper (Collingwood 47-49) Eileen (Bullen) Rose (Rodney 49-54)    
Dianne (Owen) Pilcher (Collingwood 48-49) Ann-Margret (Radford) Plummer (Howe 47-52) 
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Centre photos 
Mark Pepper & Jan (Fulwood) Ball 
60th birthdays Celebrations

in Surbiton
 

Thank you Terri Cox for sharing these 
on the PRS Facebook Group Page

Left: Peter Simcock (Mountbatten/Shackleton 67-
69), Jan (Fullwood) Ball (Rodney 67-71) 
Right: Mark Pepper (Drake/Lawson 67-71) and 
Rosie (Lyons) Pepper (Howe 69-71) 
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Below: L-R  Malc McGookin, Terri Cox (Collingwood 70 - 
72) and Jacky (Humphreys) Purvis (Collingwood 71-72) 
Left:  Yvonne (Witty) Heritage (Drake 67-71 



18 

 

Main School Site taken March 2010  
thank you Richard Loveday (Howe 60-64) 

Photos of  the 
demise of the 

bunkers in 
Hannoversche 

Strasse 
W’haven in 
July/August 

2012 

If you want to help preserve the two 
bunkers on the former PRS area, please 
write a little letter to the Bürgermeister  
in Wilhelmshaven. The address is: Stadt 
Wilhelmshaven, Herr Oberbürgermeister 
Andreas Wagner, Rathausplatz 1, 
26382 Wilhelmshaven - or email: 
stadt@stadt.wilhelmshaven.de and 
write on top: ‘Zu Händen Herrn OB 
Wagner’  

If Herr Wagner sees that people from 
PRS want to preserve the bunkers, it 
may help. Thank you all very much 
Holger Raddatz 
 

See page 31 for Facebook link & 
internet address 

Save the former PRS BunkersSave the former PRS Bunkers  



19 

 

Praise Indeed……Praise Indeed……  

  
Yesterday I was in receipt of the New Cavalier 55. That was something to cheer me up. I have 
already read it from pillar to post, top to bottom and back to front. What an enjoyable read and 
to my surprise I have a doppelganger, an M96 Page12 Phil Naldrett (Rodney 62-63).  
Now I thought I was unique, but no, I find that there is one other although ten years down the 
road. It makes sense really as if laundry numbers where not re-issued then by the end it might 
have been M996 or more? I just wonder how many M96s went before and after my time, an 
interesting thought, but that is all. 
Reading the memories is a joy and many of the ‘escapees’ must have read the quotes given on 
page 11 by Franklin and Keller taken them to heart before leaving PRS and have brightened the 
world with their travels and endeavours which we continually read about. An adventurous lot we 
mostly have turned out to be and nice people too; to the surprise of the disbelieving, if 
wonderful staff, from those Halcyon days 
Thanks 
John Fowler (Rodney 55-57) M96 

Ed note: see part 3 of John’s ‘Life after PRS, or is there one?’ on page 23 and yes please let 
me know if you too were M96 or even E80 as that was my Laundry number! 

Always nice to know how readers enjoy the Newsletter and that the systems currently in 
place are working well …. a big thank you to all who have taken the time to send in your 
comments. 

 
I have renewed my subscription to The Wilhelmshaven Association of £11.00 (Europe) for 2012 
– 2013, using  PayPal via the TWA Website. 
I very much enjoy reading The New Cavalier, especially when it jolts my memory, as I was by 
Richard Tomlinson’s photographs on page 6 in the 55 Newsletter. I had completely forgotten 
that we had made a trip to Wangerooge after our 1959 GCE exams. Then I remembered the 
boys showing off by running races up the dunes. 
Please convey my admiration and thanks to the editorial team, I fully appreciate the hard work 
that is involved in producing the New Cavalier. 
With best wishes, 
Dyan (Wiseman) Attwood-Wood (Howe 58-60) 

Ed note: See page 2 for colour photos of Wangerooge 1968/69 from Terry Barker 

Memory -The housemaster at Drake, Mr Alexander, gave me a severe caning for smoking for 
the umpteenth time just before I left in 1964. 
Malcolm Jones (Drake 61-64) 

Ed note: did it stop you smoking the leaves then Malcolm? 

Taken from  Church Notices….  
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those 
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.  

 
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help  
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Your MemoriesYour Memories  

  
Memories, this was taken from a letter sent to Carol G. 
 
Hi Carol, thank you so so much for adding me to the list of pupils who attended PRS.  I am 
going over there in October (I know it's going to be very cold) but I will  
be visiting my sister in law in Hanover and getting a train to PRS and staying  
in a hotel. 
I just want to visit the old place one last time and take whatever pictures and videos I can. I 
understand there is not a lot left of  the old place... but just being there is going to be emotional.  
I remember sitting on the Fliegerdeich with a couple of the boys, their names escape me,  and 
we would pull out lumps of weed from the water and catch the eels that came out....and let them 
go. Not sure if anyone remembers me but I have a birthmark on my stomach and some 
kids would draw things on it.   Yes I know that is strange but it is in the shape of a diamond 
which was unusual so someone may remember that. The farmers breakfast was 
mmmmmmmmmtastic. never ever had anything like that since. 
   
Peter Hodges (Howe 65-69) 

Memories of PRS 
 

My first recollection of going to boarding school was my mother receiving a very long list of 
items that I needed to take with me to enable me to board, along with the requirement for 
everything to be labelled with my name. I had never had so many possessions, all brand new 
and had to be neatly packed in my suitcase. 
I don’t recall it being difficult to leave home, I guess having my older sister with me helped a 
great deal in making the trip seem like a big adventure rather than a great loss in leaving my 
parents.  I had been used to moving around as a child because my father served in the Royal 
Navy as well as the British Army. My sister and I were born in Malta and my father had also 
served in Aden along with being sent to Blandford Forum in Dorset to finally arrive in Minden 
Germany prior to going to boarding school. 
I do recall the journey from Minden to Wilhelmshaven on the bus was a long one, my sister 
didn’t enjoy it very much as she was prone to being sick whenever we travelled. I don’t 
remember arriving at the school and I don’t recall being overly worried at being separated from 
my sister because we were in different houses.    I was a first year “pleb “so I had to go into 
“Blake” initially and then after my first year I was placed in Howe, near my sister Flavia. 
 
The things I remember …… the gong, everything revolved around the gong we had to adhere to 
a strict routine which was based on specific times when we would be required do things. 
There was an abundance of food. I adored farmer’s breakfast which was basically an omelette 
with potatoes bacon and onions. We also had cocoa with a bun at 11am and then lunch with 
pudding!   Afternoon tea with toast and jam and cakes/doughnuts followed by supper!  
I had never been so well fed, and enjoyed sometimes stashing the cakes for midnight feasts.  
In fact we did have a ‘how many doughnuts do you think you can eat’ competition, no prizes for 
guessing who won it . 

My daughter asked me for a pet spider for 
her birthday, so I went to our local pet shop 
and they were £70! ‘Blow this’, I thought, ‘I 
can get one cheaper off the web.’  



21 

 

We were ‘much disciplined’ in that we had to do an hours prep around 7pm.There was an 
abundance after school clubs that you could join. I went hiking a few times and recall being 
taken back to school on a stretcher because I had the wrong type of boots “hush puppy front 
zippers” which let in the ice and froze my feet to the point I could not walk. Hence being taken 
back by stretcher. 
 
I loved going to photography lessons. I think it was Mr Felton that took these classes. I also 
loved playing rounders. I hated hockey, the pitch seems so large and it was so cold at times. 
The other activity I really enjoyed was drama. I do recall being in a play where I was one of 
three nuns, I also I remember a production of Oliver and Sue Illingworth being Head Girl. She 
was a fabulous example for us to follow. (Ed note: photo of Sue I on page 2) 
 
Miss or Mrs Bishop and a ruler to measure how long your skirt was, Miss Vasey who was a very 
quiet lady getting engaged to be married to one of the other teachers, Miss Venus who wore  
rolled neck sweaters a lot, she may have been the teacher for PE? Cookery lessons in a 
building that wasn’t front facing like the others, my choux swans were a disaster. The U-bunker 
that nobody ever entered. Sick bay on the Fliegerdeich was a lonesome place if you had the 
misfortune to have to go there.  
The sea freezing over almost looking like you could walk on it, the fear of seeing the green lady 
come out of the plug hole, losing track of time playing chopsticks on the piano and being 
answerable to Mrs Stoney . 
    
The most enjoyable times were the weekend talent contests where we would mime our favourite 
artists , I did a sort of ‘go go dance’ to Lulu’s  “I’m a tiger” with another girl, and also we did a 
rendition of Desmond Decker and the Aces  “It Miek” which to this day I still do not know which 
language we were singing.  
I also recall spending lots of happy times in the common room which was in the cellar, playing 
records … I’m your Venus by Shocking Blue comes to mind. 
I recall having to clean our shoes at the weekend and the odd visit to the town to buy gifts to 
take home for end of term. The name Karstad comes to mind? 
I loved this school it made a lasting impression on me. I was so sad to leave it. I am now 55 
years old and I do believe it was the two years education that I had at PRS helped me to 
achieve being what I am today an independent woman with reasonable job working as a 
Microsoft Solutions Consultant.  
 
When I returned to the UK around 1969 I lost interest in school and left education for work as 
soon as I could without taking any exams because I did not want to move from Germany and 
leave PRS. I guess it was a sort of rebellion. It was a most unsettling time for me.  
I would say I achieved a hell of a lot in my working life considering I left school without any 
qualifications and it was all to the thanks of being at PRS in my view. 
 
PRS taught me to be a confident, independent woman, flexible to a changing environment and 
understanding of others as well as realising that you have to work hard to achieve a goal. 
The teachers got it right at PRS. 
 
Carmen (Crouch) McCullough (Blake/Howe 68-69) 
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Farewell Mr Mayflower  Farewell Mr Mayflower  -- read on!  read on!   
 
On Saturday 29th September 2012 an article appeared in the Southern Daily Echo called 
‘Farewell Mr Mayflower’ and this referred to Dennis Hall (Drake 57 -61)  
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/leisure/stage/stageinterviews/9958562.Farewell_Mr_Mayflower/ 
 
Mr Dennis Hall,  the Chief Executive of the Mayflower Theatre in Southampton from November 
1985 to 2012 has recently retired. 
The background to this story and The Mayflower Theatre as we know it now started in 1982.  
Owners of the Rank Organisation applied to change the use of the theatre to a bingo hall, 
sparking a public enquiry and strong opposition from the ‘Save The Gaumont Committee’ who 
presented a 93,000 signature petition against the move.  Southampton City Council, supported 
by Hampshire County Council and the Arts Council of Great Britain, purchased the now Grade ii 
Listed building with the intention of handing over control to an independent charitable trust.  But 
they needed a visionary approach.  Under the direction of Dennis, The Gaumont (which had a 
terrific history of rock and pop but had become run down), became The Mayflower after a £4m 
refurbishment.  In February 1987 the theatre opened with Peter Pan.  More about The 
Mayflower can be seen on their website. http://www.mayflower.org.uk/  
 
‘I arrived to take up the post in November 1985 and it was a 
challenge to say the least,’ Dennis reported to the paper.  Dennis 
continued, ‘ I hadn’t really appreciated what it was used for if 
there were no productions in, but there they were, nine men and 
a dog watching a soft porn movie’. 
The paper also reported that during Dennis’s 26 year tenure The 
Mayflower became the first provincial theatre to invest in a West 
End musical and that was Buddy.  It had  special resonance for 
Dennis as he had heard on AFN radio at the age of 12years, 
whilst at boarding school, that Buddy Holly had been killed. 
Dennis went on to say, ‘The Mayflower is my baby, I created it 
and I have great affection for it………….The foundations are 
strong here, it’s important to the life of Southampton and the 
region.  This great, great British theatre.  I wish The Mayflower 
well.’ 
 

The De Vere Harbour Hotel, the venue for the next reunion, is located very near to The 
Mayflower Theatre.  It is a beautiful theatre and well worth a visit, if you go on the website you 
will see which shows are on during May/June 2013, they do put on some great shows.  Dennis 
was reported as saying about The Mayflower Theatre … ‘In Premier League terms, we’re the 
Manchester City or United, Chelsea or Arsenal, one of the top provincial theatres’. 
 
Thank you Cas (Hilary Caswell) for forwarding the newspaper article to the Newsletter.  I have 
heavily condensed the report but the original article will be passed on to the memorabilia 
collection and can be viewed at the reunion next year. 
 

Sue Burroughs (Collingwood 64-67) - thank you Paul Levitt for this photo from the PRS Blog 
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Life after PRS, or is There One?Life after PRS, or is There One?  
Part Three 
After a verbal examination on some of the practical physics involved in what that discipline 
required it is what I agreed to try to become and to train for. With the decision made I let out a 
big PHEW! Just imagine my chagrin in having to go back to Swanton Morley as a failure and 
become a pig man. Just prior to leaving this chap’s office, he inquired after my Father, letting me 
know he had served with him at Celle. Now I really know why I am not a road sweeper!     
Bezz and I joined up on the 11th June 1958 at Cosford staying there for our initial training 
because RAF St Athan was being used as the Commonwealth Games Village being held at 
Cardiff that year. So Bezz and I shared a hut with each other in South Wales for the next torrid 
sixteen plus months, until we passed out from boys training and into the big bad world of Man´s 
Service, except that I was still a boy because I had not reached the required seventeen and a 
half years of age. Bezz went on his way to RAF Abingdon while I was whisked back to Norfolk 
and RAF Watton. 
           
During my time in Boys I became the Swimming Captain for the Station Boys team, played 
water polo for the Station men´s team at premier league level and also represented Training 
command in the inter command championships for the 100 and 200 yards freestyle. Just prior to 
passing out I set a new 100 yards freestyle record for the Annual Apprentice and Boy Entrants 
Swimming Championship by taking about three seconds off the then current record. I was quite 
pleased with myself for that one. I had hoped to continue with my swimming with an eye on the 
next Olympics in Rome having beaten the current Olympic champion and the UK school boy 
champion from Swansea too in that year. Arriving at Watton I found it to be waterless, so I 
joined the Squadron Schooner team and helping it to take on all comers from around the village 
pubs in local area. I also took up sailing again ending up sailing for Signals Command for the 
Brady Cup. 
           
While at Watton I chanced to meet two old PRS Rodney´ites. Roger Kemp. He had a like 
minded father to mine who had him working on the station farm to earn his keep. He was driving 
a Massey Ferguson tractor cutting the grass around the accommodation block I was billeted in 
when we spotted each other. I never saw him again after that one chance meeting and do not 
know his fate to this day but, I will state however, I have never missed his practicing French 
horn as he used to do in Rodney house. The next one I met was a certain Peter Burton. He had 
joined up too and was in the Signals Command Band playing side drum when he turned up at 
Watton for our annual AOC´s inspection. I saw him again the next year for AOC´s and during 
that year when I went to RAF Medmenham to stay while sailing for Signals Command at the 
Welsh Harp near London.         
I left Watton for Cyprus and RAF Akrotiri on June 10th 1962 being assigned to 73 Squadron. 
Arriving at the Squadron in my shiny new long khaki Empire loser shorts and shirt with my socks 
pulled up to my knees ‘al la regulations’ with polished shoes to impress, I was immediately 
grabbed by the Admin Flt/Sgt and told to fall in as escort for a charge hearing. I tried to explain I 
hadn´t arrived on Squadron yet, but to no avail. I was paraded behind a chap whose back of 
head and haircut had a very familiar look. Nobody else had a DA like that one!   
                                                                                              ….to be continued….. 
John Fowler (Rodney 55-57)        

Ed note: next instalment in NL 58, see page 30 to see who Bezz is!  
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An appeal from Dr Jens Graul for information about the Kopf’s DeskAn appeal from Dr Jens Graul for information about the Kopf’s Desk 
The Headmaster’s desk  was at the School from 1947 – 1972 when it became the property of 
teachers Mr and Mrs Rigg. The desk has recently been donated to the town of Wilhelmshaven 
by Pat Rigg and it is currently being restored and will find a new home in the office of Dr Jens 
Graul at the Rathaus. Dr Graul is researching the history of the desk before its appearance in 
Mr Smitherman's office in 1947 but he has asked if any of our members recall the desk or have 
any photographs of it during the different eras of serving Headmasters.  
 
Ed note:  Please send in any memories you may have about the DESK, good or bad. 
 
Die Sportanlagen an der Freiligrathstrasse 
Compiled by  
Jens Graul/Räcker-Wellnitz 
Published by Brune-Mettcker Druck - und 
Verlagsgesellshaft mbH 
ISBN 978-3-941929-01-2 
The book contains some wonderful historical photos 
which depict sites and scenes that will be familiar to 
many former PRS pupils. The Royal Navy and Prince 
Rupert School are all part of the history and there is a 
section on these times in the book. 
Dr Graul has kindly given our 
Memorabilia Collection a copy of the 
book which will be available to look at 
during the 2013 Southampton Reunion. 
 
Barbara Steels (Miller) -Memorabilia.  

Photos  taken from the  
Roger Hall collection - more 
Photos of the Sportsplatz from  

S Burroughs page 9 

Senior Frolics in the Washroom 
From Roger Hall Collection 

 
Left to Right 
 
Emilio McMahon, David Howells, 
Roger Hall, Ian Stewart,  
Norman King 
 
Front -  Bill Thompson 
Back - Bill or Tony Mottram 

The 
Sportsplatz 
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Updates and AmendmentsUpdates and Amendments  
Newsletter 56 - Apologies for anyone looking for Dorothy Parin’s report on page 9 - it was in fact 
on page 13.  
Rejoins Newsletter 56, page 30 Emilio McMahon, amended dates, Drake 58-61, see page 24 of 
Newsletter f57 or a photo of Emilio during his days at PRS. 
 
Page 25 Patrick Roberts' photo of the cadet colour party. The photo of the three cadets are 
l-r the late Keith Johnson, Jack Moore and myself John Meaden, all Drake boys. This picture 
has nothing to do with either raising or lowering flags. This is the Colour Party on parade on the 
occasion of Trafalgar Day 1953. 
John Meaden (Drake 51-53) 
The Sea Cadet Corp did indeed troop and present the colours, as shown in the photo, on 
‘special occasions’. This was probably Foundation Day 1953, and the party comprised left to 
right (the late) Keith Johnson, myself (Chief Petty Officer Jack Moore), and John Meaden, all of 
Drake; the march-past comprised all sections of the newly formed CCF as well as the Rangers 
and Guides, the Corp of Drums and the Band of 53 Mixed Service Depot. 
Each day in term time the Union Flag was ceremoniously (ie. piped and raised) at 8am and 
lowered at 6pm by a similar party of Sea Cadets, in full gear, drawn from each of the four main 
Houses on a weekly roster. Keeping that kit squeaky clean and blancoed was par for the course 
in those days, even if those of us with fags "persuaded" them to help out...remember, such was 
the Cadet ethos of Headmaster Mr John Smitherman that the boys marched as a House squad 
to breakfast while the girls went over in file. 
Jack Moore (Matthews/Drake 47-53) 
The Daily Flag Raising Ceremony was dropped for a short period and then resurrected by Mr 
Pacey not long after I joined the school, probably in 1955.  I remember the buzz of excitement 
when he announced it in morning assembly.  All the uniformed youth organisations took it in 
turns to parade the flag, boys and girls.  As a member of the Junior Red Cross I was one of the 
Flag Party for a week - very proud to be chosen, but very self conscious marching down that 
main road to the Flag Pole. 
Lois Hammond (Hood/Howe 54-57) 
 

Page 13 bottom photograph Mr and Mrs Stoney’s house 1968 - it appears that the name 
Flash was referring to our very own Peter Piller - Reunion organiser.  Scottie is Ron Goodfellow 
not yet found - thank you Peter for this information. Note Mr & Mrs Stoney, not Storey! 
Page 18 - Famous bridge photograph and page 19 report 
‘Viewing the Kaiser Wilhelm Brucke from Howe Boys (on the right)’.  The photo has been 
printed the wrong way round.  The view is how the bridge would look from the Fliegerdeich, not 
the Bonteheim. 
Page 20 - Howe Boys at the Bonteheim photograph 
An unusual side view of the building with Howe Common Room to the right.  Most Bonteheim 
photos I've seen show the building long-ways on from the front.  The dormer window in the roof 
was at the end of the Rodney corridor.  The very small window to its right was a skylight to the 
Rodney boot room where we used to clean our shoes. 
 
Thank you John Simes (PRS Historian) (Rodney 55-57) for this and other pieces of 
information. 
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IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM   

It was with great sadness that we have heard of the deaths of the following ex teachers 
and pupils: 
 
Stephen Croome (Collingwood/Shackleton 68-70)  May 2012 
John Papworth (Howe 56-59)     August 2012  
 

On behalf of the committee and all members we would like to pass on our  

sincere condolences to their families and friends.   

Here are some of the comments that were made on the PRS Blog when the sad news about 
John Papworth was announced.  John was a keen and enthusiastic member of the TWA 
Committee and is sadly missed. 
 
I will always remember John in his PRS cap – he loved wearing it especially at the Farnborough/
Fleet reunions which he and Pat Underhill organised. John was always so enthusiastic about 
TWA - still in bit of shock as only saw him matter of weeks ago really. – Carol 
Such sad news and as you say Carol, a shock even though we knew it was coming. Much love 
and sympathy to Pat and all John's family. – Sue B 
I too join everyone here in sending condolences to Pat and all of John's family...he was a 
member of family PRS and will be sadly missed. – Helga  
I to wish to send condolences to Pat & Family.  John was a great guy and always gave much 
time for TWA and especially the Farnboro' Reunions. He will be missed by many PRS folk. – 
Alex GB 
I would also like to send my condolences to Pat and Family. It was only at the recent 
Farnborough Reunion that I had a banter with John. Yet another member of the PRS family who 
has passed on to the school in the sky. RIP John. – Hirstie 
Very sad to hear about John. Apart from our time at PRS, I remember well finding John and his 
family in Farnborough and spending days with them on rare outings during my recruit training. 
John visited me in York about 8 years ago to show his PRS memorabilia collection and copy old 
photos. I've only seen him infrequently since but will certainly miss his relaxed approach to 
life. RIP John. - John L 
Very sad news. I will always remember John with affection and his help when I was getting the 
Howe Boys site. He lent me many photos of his time at the Bonteheim and we always had a 

good laugh when we met up. - Squirrel 
Condolences to John's family on their loss after a brave fight. May John RIP knowing he will be 
very much missed. – JDM 
So sad, a gentle giant of a man. Condolences to Pat and John's family - he'll be missed for his 
enthusiasm about all things PRS – Di  
Very sorry to hear the news. John was always a great enthusiast for the reunions in particular, 
the lunches he arranged with Pat at Farnborough. He will be sadly missed. –Roger Hall 
 
Paul, Bob, Loftyrainford, Storminnorm, Eileen Ripley, Alan Fidock, Babs Magee and 

Diane also sent the heartfelt condolences to Pat and, John’s family.  I have kept  BLOG 
names to preserve their anonymity. 
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The late John Papworth (Howe 56-59) 

 
We sadly have to inform you that John Papworth – Howe (56 – 59) passed away peacefully on 
Monday 13th August following a short illness. 
 
John was a generous friend and a keen supporter of TWA with his committee work on 
Reunions, and will be remembered for initiating and organising the Fleet/Farnborough Reunions 
as well as the trip to Wilhelmshaven in 2007. 
 
We send our condolences to his sister Barbara Monk - Howe (56 –59) as well as his children 
and other family members and his great friend and co-organiser on the mini reunions - Pat 
Underhill (nee Woods) 
  
Many people have mentioned they will remember him at get togethers in his cap and scarf from 
his treasured PRS memorabilia. We will all miss him.... 
 
TWA Committee 

Ed note: this notice was placed on the TWA website in August. 

The late John Papworth (Howe Boys 1956-1959) 

 
It is with sadness we say goodbye to John Papworth who died on August 13th 2012 after a 
short illness.   I did not know John at school but met him in 2000 at a mini reunion in Newbury. 
John came to all the reunions after that and was looking forward to attending the 2013 reunion 
in Southampton. 
John joined PRS the year I left but we had many friends in common both being in the same 
house.  He continued to keep in touch with his closest friends from school and made many more 
from all eras 1947 to 1972 through the association, he joined the reunion sub committee and 
then went on to organise the local reunions in Fleet and Farnborough. John had rather large 
collection of memorabilia (I don’t think he ever threw away a thing relating to PRS.) Train 
timetables, luggage tags, school report and letters, scarf, cap and badges, not to mention a 
large collection of photographs of both house and school teams. 
John was a popular member of 
Howe and a great sportsman, he 
represented his house and 
school in just about every sport 
you could think of and was proud 
of his achievements and school 
colours. 
Thank you to all the many friends 
who sent cards and attended the 
funeral and gave their support 
throughout this sad time. We will 
miss him. 
Pat (Woods) Underhill  
Howe 1953-56 

John Papworth and Peter Nash 
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Sheevaun (nee Cook) Mackintosh  1942-2012 

 

Members will have read Frances Burroughs’ memorial article in NL56, about the passing of 
Sheevaun (Cook) Mackintosh at the end of April this year. 
 

After leaving school Sheevaun had a brief career in the WRNS before getting married and 
having two sons.  She lived in St Andrews where she worked at the famous Woollen Mill and in 
her free time pursued her hobby of painting.  Sheevaun was a very talented artist.  Her love of 
art started at PRS and continued for the rest of her life.  She was a member of the St Andrews 
Art Society for 30 years and served as its Treasurer and President.  Her early paintings were of 
Scottish Landscapes but in later years she turned to more modern and wildly colourful work.  
When she moved to Farnham to be nearer her family she was accepted as an exhibiting 
member of the Farnham Art Society as well as those of Cranleigh and Alton. 
 

Many of you may not have known her but you will have seen her painting of the Wilhelmshaven 
Main Site.  The original artwork has now been given to the TWA by her family. At her funeral her 
son told us that they had found a number of poems that she had written and I have his 
permission to publish “Winter.” 
 
            Winter 

   The sun arises from its misty shroud 
   And creeps its shallow arch across the sky, 
   Soon dips, as if not proud 
   To grace our chilly winter's day. 
 
   The cold and early sunbeam sends 
   A silver glint across the frosty grass. 
   Lone leaf it trembles to be gone, 
   And missing is the hedgebirds song. 
 
   Black branch in silhouette against 
   A sky, pink tinged at dusk. 
   Nature to warm nest will creep 
   And some 'opt out' and go to sleep. 
 
   Sheevaun M Mackintosh, December 1981 

 
Sheevaun was a wonderful friend and we were in regular contact for many years after she 
moved South.  Her PRS friends were very important to her.  A group of us met up, often at her 
home, for our mini reunions and we were all there to say our good-byes.  She will be greatly 
missed by us all for her warm smile, caring, friendly nature and delightful sense of humour.  
Rest in Peace my friend, I miss you.  
 

Tricia (Pep Perry) Smith (Hood/Collingwood 55-58) 

 

Ed note: See photograph page 31 
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The Late Mr Andrew Henderson  
(Matthews/Rodney 47-54)  
26 Jun 1919 – 26 Jun 2012 

 

The following are my personal fond memories of 
Andrew from 1947-50 and later after TWA was 
formed. 
 
Andrew was one of the original teachers at PRS 
and taught Art and Handicrafts. I really enjoyed his 
handicrafts lessons, but I failed miserably in art 
using water colour.  
 
Andrew and Jane had married in Cologne 
Cathedral on the 29th December 1949, shortly 
before I left PRS to join the Army.  
Jane, as Miss Sellers, became the Senior Mistress 
when Miss K Fletcher left PRS. 
Andrew and Jane had two daughters while at PRS 
and the family moved  in 1954 to Lancashire, 
where they spent many happy years. 
I was delighted to meet Andrew and Jane at one of the Late Judy (Abbey) Kemp’s reunions at 
her home in Leeds not too long after TWA was formed. Both were very interested in my fond 
memories of PRS. Before we left Judy’s home, they asked if I would write to them both, and I 
received a beautiful reply, half the letter from Andrew and half from Jane; I still treasure that 
letter. 
 I have happy memories of Mr Henderson’s handicraft lessons, I made a plastic paper knife for 
my father and still have two of three clear plastic table napkin rings that I created.  Later in life 
Andrew told me he bought ex-aeroplane plastic windows for use in Handicrafts, we were only 
asked for 6d per item if we wanted to keep our work.  
After I told Andrew I had happy memories of printing school writing paper on a small Adana 
printing machine and selling it in the Tuck shop, he then passed on to me the small lead crest 
(now less the wooden block) as a souvenir, which I treasure.  
Many members will not be aware that our School Crest was designed by Andrew in 1948. He 
originally showed Mr Smitherman six suggestions which the Headmaster decided were not 
suitable. So once Jane came up with the “Sapentia Ex Igne” motto, Andrew designed what was 
finally accepted. We pupils at PRS first saw the crest at the Official Opening of the School by 
The Right Hon George Tomlinson, MP Minister of Education on 11th May 1948. Heather Maule 
sneaked into Churchill House the previous night, saw the Crest hung on the stage curtains and 
she took a photograph of it. The Crest first appeared on the front cover of The Cavalier Vol 1 No 
3, Summer Term 1948. 
When I speak to non-PRS friends they are amazed how fond we all were of our teachers, most 
say they cannot even recall who their teachers were. This shows what a great bunch of 
teachers we were lucky to have at PRS during my time at school.     
 
Joe Kinson (Rodney 1947-50)  

The late Mr Andrew Henderson  

(Mountbatten/Rodney 47-54) 
This photograph first appeared in  

Newsletter 48 page 5 
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FINDING PEOPLE! 

If you want to contact anyone on these lists or are still searching for your friends, then 
write, email or telephone Carol Goronwy (Collingwood 64-66), see back page. 

New Finds

Rejoins 

 
 
Joined after being 

located while ago 
 

Name at PRS Years House 

http://www.archhistory.co.uk/taca/home.html - this is the link to the TACA website 

The website describes itself as ‘Chronicling British Army Children’s History’, it is well worth a 
visit Gibson - Clare runs the TACA website., the book is available in all well known book shops. 

Carmen Crouch 68 - 69 Blake Howe 

Sarajane Hughes 71 - 72 Blake 

Christine Lawson 61 Drake 

Colin Menzies 69 - 72 Lawson 

Jacqualine Napier 69 - 70 Drake 

Ray Pomroy 60 - 63 Drake 

Brigitte Rees 58 - 60 Drake 

David Allison 52 - 55 Collingwood 

Christine Buckland 59 - 61 Drake 

Rita Meadowcroft 63 - 65 Rodney 

Amendment to Joe Kinson report in NL 56 re The Late Masry (McGregor) Prince. 

The line…….’The same had applied to Masry’s mother who had lung cancer’, this should read : 
’The same had applied to my late mother who had lung cancer’’.  I do apologise for this typing 
error and I hope this did not cause any undue upset to anyone. 

More on the late Allen Shufflebotham, see Newsletter 56.  Allen was an amazing artist and if 
you would like to know more about his work then visit :  
http://www.alshuffpainter.co.uk/index2.html  

From John Fowler - Bezz is Derek Berry( Rodney House 1956-58).  I believe he is found and 
may even be a member. 
Ed note:  Derek is still a TWA member. 

Our next TWA Committee Meeting is on  Sunday 10th February 2013 in Warmington 
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The TWA DVD produced by John Leggett contains the DVD Memorabilia 

Slideshow playable on any Home DVD player or Computer plus  

a digitised version of the book ‘Prince Rupert School Wilhelmshaven 1947-1972’ 

compiled by John Simes and Babs Magee and published in 2004 along with 

stand alone Memorabilia Photographs,  

both of which can only be accessed by computer. 

SEE the back page of this newsletter to see how you can buy your copy. 

GREAT value!  What a brilliant Christmas Present it would make for  

friends and family. 

http://www.facebook.com/ErhaltderBunkerBanterKaserne 
and this our internet website: http://www.erhalt-der- 
    bunker-banter-kaserne.de 

The late Sheevaun (Cook) 
MacKintosh in 2011 

This photo was  sent in by Tricia 
(Peps Perry) Smith, see page 28 for 

Tricia’s Obituary to Sheevaun. 

 

The late John Papworth, left photo taken March this year, 
right on John’s birthday last year. 

Save the PRS Save the PRS 

Bunkers see Bunkers see   

page 18page 18  
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TWA Merchandise TWA Merchandise TWA Merchandise    

Order from Marguerite (Ireson) Garford Order from Marguerite (Ireson) Garford Order from Marguerite (Ireson) Garford    

by Telephone 01778 423161  

(0800(0800(0800---2200hrs only) or 2200hrs only) or 2200hrs only) or    

Email:richard.garford733@btinternet.comEmail:richard.garford733@btinternet.comEmail:richard.garford733@btinternet.com   

or via the TWA websiteor via the TWA websiteor via the TWA website   

The Username and Password 
 

Username: august2012  (Lower case) 
                   Password: TWA642   (Upper case) 

  
This username and password became effective on 1st September 2012 

Email Contacts: 

Chairman:   Lois Hammond   (Hood/Howe 54-57) 
67 Larkhill Road, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY3 8XJ 
Tel: 01743 353512.    
Email: chairman@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk 
Membership Secretary/Treasurer:   Carol Goronwy  (Collingwood 64-66) 
139 Blake Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 5LA 
Tel: 0115 9 814246.  Fax: 01159 141005.   
Email: membership@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk 
Newsletter Editor:    Sue Burroughs   (Collingwood 64-67)           
Email: newsletter@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk                                 
Finding Folk:   Pat (Woods) Underhill  (Howe 53-56) 
Email: newfolk@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk 
Reunion:   Peter Piller (Rodney 65-68) 
Email:  reun@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk 

The Wilhelmshaven Association  
Material published in The New Cavalier may not be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted in any form without the prior permission of the Editor. 

Please note: if you wish 

to contact any other 

committee member then 

please forward your 

message via those listed 

here... 

                 The TWA       
      Digitised Photograph 
Album plus the PRS Book,  
all on one DVD produced 
by John Leggett - NOW 
available  for  £10 inc P&P 
and £12 overseas,  see 
page 31 for more  
details 

There will also be  

New Merchandise  

for 2013, including the  

TWA  20th Anniversary 

T-Shirts 


