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Editors Letter
Dear Members,
Welcome to this mid-year issue of
New Cavalier, which is published
exactly 67 years since PRS opened
its doors to the first pupils. Its arrival
also coincides with the mini-reunion
in Wilhelmshaven where around 25
former pupils participated in a civic
reception hosted by the town’s deputy
mayor. For many, it was our first trip to
PRS since the main reunion was held
in the town 17 years ago. Although
the main site had changed a lot since
the extensive demolition work, it still
evoked memories of 1997 and indeed
of our school days.
Due to a flurry of responses to the
stories featured in NL61, a ‘Letters to
the Editor’ section has been included
in this issue. We would like to
encourage more of your letters, which
are useful triggers for creating new
articles. Finally, many thanks for the
kind messages of appreciation sent by
readers who appear to have enjoyed
our first effort. It was impractical to
publish all of the responses, but one
from our founder, Liz (Bird) Hughes,
simply had to be included in full.
Without giving anything else away, we
will leave you to enjoy this summer
issue.
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New username and password
for members’ website.
Effective August 2014.
See rear cover.

Your editorial team,

Summer term 1959 - PRS pupils enjoying a dip
in the sea off the Frisian island of Wangerooge.
Photo by courtesy of Helga Smith.

Paul Levitt & Andy Renou
1

2

Book Now to Be Sure of Your Place at
The Wilhelmshaven Association Biennial Reunion 29th - 30th May 2015
Village Hotel North Leeds, 186 Otley Road, Headingley, Leeds, LS16 5PR
TICKETS:: £70.00 per head (for two days) – £50.00 per head (Saturday only)
Please note this does not include accommodation – see below for hotel information.
Members may bring a guest, however, if their guest is an ex-PRS-ite, then he/she (the
guest), must be a fully paid up member of TWA for 2015/16.
De Vere Village Leeds North is only 3 miles from the Cultural City of Leeds and on
the door step of vibrant Headingley. Ideally situated for both cricket and rugby stadia,
Harewood House, Royal Armouries, the Dales and Harrogate and only 10 minutes to
Leeds/Bradford airport.
To make your stay is as comfortable as possible:
•
There are 134 well appointed bedrooms
•
Car parking is free, as is wi-fi which is available throughout the Hotel
Additional facilities are:
•
State-of-the-art 25m pool, and fitness club
•
Healthworks treatments available by appointment at additional cost.
•
The Victory Pub and Kitchen
•
Verve Grill
•
Starbucks™ Coffee House
•
Lounge areas for relaxation
Proposed Programme: The reunion weekend will begin with a Meet and Greet on Friday
evening followed by a Fork Buffet Dinner. Saturday morning and afternoon you are free
to rummage through the memorabilia, pamper in the beauty salon, use the pool and
gym or enjoy the attractions of the City. Saturday evening there is the formal Dinner
followed by a Disco Dance. You can book tables for the Saturday dinner via your
booking form so you can be seated with your friends if you wish, this year there is a
menu option, you must select your choices when you book your reunion ticket. There
will be the opportunity to browse the Memorabilia and purchase TWA Merchandise at
selected times on Friday and Saturday.
BOOKING : Your booking form is enclosed with this issue of the New Cavalier – if you
wish to pay by credit/debit card the safest option is to log onto the TWA website and use
the PayPal system. You do not need a PayPal account – just your card details - full details
on the form.
To enable us to plan the event please return your booking form and deposit ASAP.
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Also please note this year we have options for the Saturday night meal so don’t forget to
complete your choices.
FULL payment must be made by Friday 27th March 2015
ACCOMMODATION
Initially we have reserved 55 double and 20 twin rooms in the hotel for TWA members
at a generous discounted rate and more will be made available if required, subject to
availability.
Rooms not booked by 17th April 2015 will be put back on the open market.
The rates (per room / per night) for two night stays are:
£95 for double or twin occupancy and £85.00 for single occupancy. This rate is inclusive
of breakfast and VAT.
N.B. Rates for a single night only are slightly more at £99 and £89 respectively
A non-refundable £25 deposit will be charged when booking
If you pay in full and need to cancel, the balance, minus the deposit, will be refunded.
Hotel bookings can be cancelled up until 12pm on the day.
Please use the correct booking code as shown below.
If you or your guest are disabled in any way, it is strongly recommended that you advise
the hotel of this when making your booking and again on arrival. This is a multi-storey
hotel and all bedrooms are accessed by lifts with emergency access via the stairs.
REMEMBER, YOU MUST BOOK YOUR OWN ACCOMMODATION
before Friday 17th April 2015 latest (earlier to avoid disappointment)
(Please note Fri 29 May – Tue 2 June 2nd Investec Test Match Headingley)
Ring Central Reservations on 0871 2224193 Mon - Fri 0800 - 2200 (Sat/Sun 0900 -1800)
Quoting booking code: TWAR290515 for two nights or 1NGT290515 for 1 night.
(Don’t forget to have your Credit Card details to hand).
The Booking line is open Mon – Fri 8am – 10pm & Sat - Sun 9 am – 6 pm.
If you choose to stay on Thursday and Sunday nights, the same room rate applies**
(**must be booked at same time as Friday & Saturday booking)
Please note that check in time is from 3.00 pm.
Upgrades to Upper Deck rooms may be possible for an additional charge of £20 per
night. This gets you:•
•
•
•
•

Sealy Posturepedic bed.
A divine mattress topper, snuggly duvet, and high quality bed linens.
Bose iPhone speaker dock and full Sky Movies and entertainment TV package
Bespoke Starbucks hot drinks package
Exclusive access to Upper Deck club website featuring brand partner offers 		
and first-to-see Village deals and promotions
4

TWA 2015 Reunion - Saturday Dinner menu
STARTER
Duo of Melon (V)
Fans of Honeydew and Charentais melon dressed with honey, ginger & lemon syrup
Buffalo Mozzarella & Tomato Salad with Pesto Dressing
Cubes of Buffalo mozzarella with slow roasted tomatoes drizzled with green pesto
Chicken Liver Parfait
Set on seasonal leaves, with cherry tomatoes and a plum & apple Chutney and served with
Oatcakes
Tomato, Roasted Red Pepper & Basil Soup
Sprinkled with red pesto croutons
MAIN COURSE
Slow Roasted Belly of Pork stuffed with Apricot and Sage Stuffing
With Cider gravy, Honeyed Parsnips, Thyme Carrots and Roasted Potatoes
Traditional Roast Topside of Beef
Classically served with rich gravy, Yorkshire Pudding and creamed horseradish
Seared Salmon with a Lemon & Herb Crust
Served with crushed new potatoes and minted pea sauce

Getting there:
By Car - Nearest motorways are the M621 and the M1
Sat Nav Post Code LS16 5PR (put in hotel address, post code is shared with a very swish
private estate!)
By Train - Leeds City Station is 20 mins away – taxi approx. £5 - £10
By bus from Leeds City centre/Rail station 20ish mins (Bring your bus pass)
By Coach - National Express Coach Station, Dyer Street, Leeds LS2 7LA, +448717818178
By Air - Leeds-Bradford airport is 5.3 miles away and approx 13 mins.
Alternative Accommodation: There is a range of alternative accommodation in and
around Leeds with several large hotels within walking/taxi distance of the De Vere
Village. You can obtain details of alternative accommodation and Tourist Attractions
from the Leeds Tourist Centre Leeds City train station. Telephone: 0113 242 5242
The Tourist Centre Opening, hours 9.30-16.30 Website www.visitleeds.co.uk
For Members living overseas:
If international members are unable to phone Central reservations, they can email
reun@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk to receive information on alternative arrangements.

Fleet Reunion Photos
The reunion took place on 1st June at Lismoyne Hotel and was blessed by sunny
weather. Thanks to Carol for the photos.

Pan fried Hallumi cheese (v)
Set on char grilled Mediterranean vegetables
DESSERT
Strawberry Romanoff
Fresh strawberries marinated in Cointreau folded with freshly whipped cream and
set in a crisp brandy snap
Lemon Tart with Vanilla Mascarpone Cream
A pastry base slice filled with a sharp lemon curd
Vanilla Cream filled Profiteroles
Served with a warm chocolate and brandy sauce
Vanilla Pannaccotta
A vanilla infused creamy mousse with caramelized orange segments and a mixed berry and port
compote
Tea/Freshly Brewed Coffee and Mints

5

Liz enjoying the sunshine with Norma Kelly as was and husband John Dunlevy with
Andy Sleap in background - see next page for more photo’s.
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Drama at PRS

Marg Ireson (now Garford) with Helen Coulson - Moore and Rodger Hughes.

Linda Sides - Adderley (all the way from
France) with Tony and Sheila Jenns.

Melodie Beever and Helen Coulson.

Phil Naldrett – Rodger and Liz Hughes, Andy Sleap and John Mackey.
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(in drag) and Robert (‘Biff ’) Jenkins –
both, alas, no longer with us. We had
great fun, and the play was very well
received by the captive audience.

The PRS Theatre Club was founded
in the autumn of 1953, just after
my arrival at the age of 14. The first
effort was a triple bill of short plays,
performed shortly before Christmas. I
was in a Yorkshire comedy called The
Dear Departed and we all struggled
with the accent. Having grown up in
Devon, I don’t think I had ever heard a
Yorkshire accent and, not surprisingly,
according to The Cavalier review, “the
accents slipped and the players were
not really convincing in their attempts
to portray elderly characters.”

My last appearance on stage at PRS
was as Ruth, the pirate maid-of-allwork, in The Pirates of Penzance. We
did several performances of this, and
I think all the girls were a little in love
with the beautiful, golden-haired,
Dave Dalton, who played young
Frederick! For me the production
was also noteworthy for the fact that I
subsequently received a fan letter from
a young national serviceman based
at RAF Jever who had watched the
performance!

Spring 1955 saw an ambitious
production of The Mikado – the first
of a number of successful Gilbert
& Sullivan performances at PRS. It
involved staff and pupils, and featured
a full orchestra, directed by Bryn
Evans, the music teacher. Jim Yelland
was a substantial Poo-Bah, and little
Bob Cocks played Ko-Ko. But for me
it was notable for the fact that four of
the Boyer family took part: my father,
then Drake Housemaster, as a ‘satanic’
and ‘tarantula-like’ (to quote The
Cavalier again) Mikado; my mother, in
her first and only stage appearance, as
the fearsome Katisha; and my younger
sister Penny and I as Japanese chorus
girls.

PRS certainly laid the foundations
for me of a lifelong love of music
and theatre. At London University I
performed in a number of productions
– mainly G & S – with the University
Opera Group, and I then went on to
work with Sadler’s Wells (later English
National) Opera: a dream job, which
I only left to get married and move to
Libya – but that’s another story!
Jenny (Boyer) Pearson (Drake 53-56)

In the Autumn of 1955, we performed
the farce Charley’s Aunt, with a cast
including Carmichael Dutch Stewart
HMS Barsound
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The mid 1960s were a brilliant time
for school productions with the drama
teacher Mr Dyer definitely sticking
his neck out. Those two years, 1965
and 1966, allowed me to nurture my
secret ambition to become a famous
actress. Unfortunately, even a teacher
as talented as Mr Dyer seemed unable
to spot my hidden talents. In March
1965 the school put on Deirdre of
the Sorrows by JM Synge – a play as
dramatic as its title suggests. I was cast
as the old woman. Deirdre’s part was
taken by a girl named Irene. On March
19 my diary laments, “Oh Lord, Irene
is in sick bay and so we can’t perform.
I know in my heart that I can act as
well as her, but I’ve no chance to show
Mr Dyer. In the evening, I went to the
library and brought out a book on
acting and one on psychology.” The
diary entries were sporadic and mainly
dealt with my unsuccessful crushes, but
there were some production details.
Apologies in advance to anyone who
was in the plays below and isn’t name
checked.
The Long, the Short and the Tall by
Willis Hall was an anti war play with
an all male cast, so I had to content
myself with being the prompt. Dave
Witton, despite his fair skin and
blonde hair, played a Japanese soldier
who stumbles upon some British
soldiers sheltering in a tin mine in
1942 Malaya. The soldiers become
more frightened and violent as their
radio contact fails and they realise the
enemy is fast approaching. At least

Dave didn’t have any lines to learn and
was given a special dispensation to dye
his hair black. Other cast members
included the school heartthrob, Barry
Stokes, along with Guy Bullough, John
Beckett and Nick King.

Barry Stokes circa 1982
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There were more female parts in
A Midsummer Night’s Dream that
summer, so I managed to play Helena
- a character who like me, was often
disappointed in love. The diary
records an incident from the comical
subplot. “Brian (Chapman) refused
to kiss Nick (King) through the hole
in the wall. Eventually Eric (Greaves),
as The Wall, got his hand snogged.”
Rob Stuart was Moonshine. I believe
that Barry was Oberon and Irene (her
again) was Queen of the Fairies. But I
could be mistaken.
Rather more daring was a Pinter Play,
a Night Out. Brian Chapman played
Albert Stokes, a youngish man who
was angered by his domineering
mother. Albert ends up in the company
of a prostitute, played by Helga, who
he ends up verbally abusing – perhaps

The PRS Phoenix

because she reminds him of his mum.
I wasn’t in this one. However the role
of the Useful Maid, awaited me in the
Rodney Girls house production, The
Playgoers in Christmas 1965. It wasn’t
a big part.
Finally there was The Diary of a
Golliwog. The plot was about a
mentally fragile girl, Cassie, who
can only communicate with her toy,
Boswell. Then her brother, played
by Barry Stokes, pushes her out of
her fantasy world with disastrous
consequences.
The diary notes: “After School we had
our first play rehearsal. Barry managed
to fit into his part of Mike immediately
and was very convincing. Some
sections of the play are so dramatic
and moving that I want to laugh as a
kind of reaction. This will either be
really good or a flop. Barry is a good
producer and a better actor and on his
own is quite charming.”
I didn’t say who played Cassie, but it
wasn’t me! Despite its title, the play had
no undertones or overtones of racism.
Once back in the UK and enrolled in
a dreary girls’ grammar, I auditioned
unsuccessfully for a couple of drama
schools. Finally I got the message that
the world of acting didn’t need me and
joined the local newspaper instead.
Barry Stokes went into showbiz on
leaving school. I’d love to know what
happened to the others.

The school crest on the front cover of
the previous issue caused a stir among
our 47ers, who took issue with it for
not being the proper (original) phoenix.
So, how should it have looked? “Proud
and assertive, as it should be given
the circumstances of its origin; not the
surprised and wimpish bird of the new
crest,” said one 47er. Hopefully, we’ve got
it right on the front cover of this issue.
Another 47er, Joe Kinson (Rodney 4750), remembers the very beginnings
of the crest’s evolution. “The first
two issues of The Cavalier bore no
school crest at all, due to one not yet
having been produced. However, one
appeared on the Summer Term 1948
issue. I suspect that John Smitherman
our Headmaster must have asked
Andrew Henderson of the teaching
staff to design a school crest prior
to issue of our third magazine. Mr
Henderson prepared several designs,
which Mr Smitherman rejected. On
discussing the various possibilities
with his wife, Jane, who taught Latin
and English, the text SAPETINIA
EX IGNE was suggested as a suitable
motto. This gave Andrew his idea for
what was eventually chosen as our
school crest.”
Finally, on the 10th May 1948, the
approved crest was ready to be
unveiled. “Heather Maule spotted a
wooden picture frame hanging on the
stage curtains in Churchill House

Pamela (now Ann) Kent (Rodney 64-66)
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and bearing what was to become our
school crest,” continues Joe. “Thus,
she became the first pupil to see the
crest. It was ready for display to us
all when we attended the official
school opening, which was performed
on 11th May 1948 by the Rt. Hon.
George Tomlinson M.P., Minister of
Education.”
Years later, Joe met Mr Henderson
at a reunion hosted by the Late
Judy (Abbey) Kemp at her home in
Horsforth, Leeds. “I met Andrew
Henderson and his wife, Jane, formerly
Miss Sellar – a senior mistress at school
and told them of my PRS memories
and how much I enjoyed his handicraft
lessons. I also mentioned that I was
one of the boys who had printed the
school stationery, which also bore the
crest and the school address. I recall
that the stationery could be bought
in the tuck shop of Howe Boys. Some
time later, Andrew asked Trevor
Roberts to pass on to me the small,
lead crest, which was used to print the
school stationery. I treasure that gift,
which in due time will be passed on to
our memorabilia collection.”
Ann-Margret (Radford) Plummer
(Howe 47-52) remembers having to
draw the crest in her art class at school.
“We had to draw it so that we would
all become familiar with it. Many years
later, someone suggested that the crest
be updated because the flames around
the old crest were no longer relevant.

I recall getting very irate at that idea
because the flames had been such an
important feature of our school crest
during a period when poor, flattened,
Wilhelmshaven was trying to rebuild
after the War.”
The date when the phoenix first
changed from the original is unknown.
“A new-look Cavalier appeared in the
summer of 1954,” says Barbara (Miller)
Steels (Hood 57-61). “Depicted on the
front cover was a different phoenix
with a closed beak and no flames. We
don’t have an Autumn 54 in the TWA
collection, but on the front cover of
the spring 1955 Cavalier, a phoenix
appeared with closed beak and with
flames. This was the first of a long
series that lasted until summer 1968.
Interestingly, the original phoenix
crest appeared on the rear cover of this
12-year series.”
Ed. – our apologies to 47ers for this
unfortunate oversight, but as one of
their number commented, this isn’t
the first time the phoenix has been
reproduced incorrectly.

Letters to the Editor
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I have just read through the latest
Newsletter (61) and saw Maggie
Stevenson smiling at me from the
photo on page 32 underneath the
article about Jennifer Lewis. Whereas
I do indeed remember Jennifer’s name

page 28, on the extreme left is Carol
Brown who became a nurse. The other
missing names are Karen Sainsbury,
who was Carol’s best friend, and
Sylvia Penny. When I was having
my daughter in Salisbury Odstock
Hospital in 1970, I received the sad
news that my mother had died, so they
put me in a side room until a minister
arrived. Suddenly a nurse walked by,
turned and then came running back
saying, “I know you. You’re Heather
McQueen!” She had heard about
someone being put in a side ward, but
never realized who I was until she saw
me. Unfortunately I was kept in as it
was Christmas and my husband had to
go up to Scotland for the funeral, but
she came by every day to see me. Sadly,
she has never been located.

and was in the same form (3A), I don’t
have any memories of her. However, I
can put names to some of the people in
the original class photo first published
in Newsletter 20. David Allison was F5,
Marie-Louise Ditchfield B3 (her father
tested us in the GCE French oral),
Richard Evans B4, Clive Welch F3. I think
M.A. Russell was next to Carmichael
Dutch Stewart, so would be B8.
However, it was the article about
Bernice Doyle that I’m really writing
about. I didn’t know Bernice as I left
school in 1957, but my husband knew
her. Bill was in the Diplomatic Service
and we were on a posting to the
Consulate General in Dusseldorf (after
a spell in Khartoum and Baghdad) at
the same time that Bernice worked
there. Bill was Pro Consul and clearly
remembers Bernice!

Heather (McQueen) Jasiok (Drake 59-64)

Pat (Daniel) Wilson (Collingwood 52-57)

In the recent New Cavalier, you asked
if anybody has recollections of stage
productions. Here is a bit that may
interest you. I still have the programme
and cast for one of the first productions
on stage at Churchill House. It was
produced very early on with scant
materials and written by ourselves
(Drake House). I had the enviable
role of scene shifter. Considered one
of the best productions for some time,
I wonder if anyone recalls Ducks and
Drakes?

Ed. – We received the names of all
pupils on the Form 3A photo from Val
Bull, should anyone be interested. Your
reference to Bernice has been passed on
to her, so more memories might be on
the way soon, Pat.
I’ve just received the newly designed
newsletter and had to write and
congratulate everyone on how
fabulous it looks. A lot of effort has
been put into it and will be much
appreciated by everyone. Regarding
the missing names of Rodney girls on
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Vic Longyear (Drake 47-50)

Howe’s situation and asking if they had
a ship’s bell they could donate. The bell
arrived and it was fixed to the wall in
the corridor of Howe and not on the
landing above Collingwood’s gong. It
may have been relocated later when
Howe and Collingwood combined to
become Lawson in Sept 1968. I hope
Steve is correct that it is the Howe bell
and the mystery is solved. In my time
the bell was for the use of Howe only
and Collingwood used their gong.
Things may have changed when
Lawson was formed.

Ed. – it was certainly memorable to
the headmaster, Vic! “We established
a system whereby each house
arranged Saturday night concerts and
entertainments. At first they were very
‘corny’. Gradually they improved and
some of the later shows were quite first
class. I think the real highlight occurred
in 1950 when Drake House produced an
excellent revue, Ducks and Drakes (the
housemaster’s name was Duxbury!).”
(from The Cavalier, Spring 1949)
I am writing in response to Steve
Poulter’s article about the ship’s bell in
the latest edition of The New Cavalier.
If he is correct that the bell was from
Howe, then I congratulate him as to
his memory. I could not remember
the name on the bell after 45 years.
However, I did know that it came from a
decommissioned boom defence vessel.
How did the bell arrive at Howe Boys?
When I was appointed to PRS in
January 1965, I was also a duty
master in Drake, together with Bob
Alexander and then Brian Carter as
Housemasters. Drake had a gong and
Rodney - on the ground floor - had a
bell. When I became Housemaster of
Howe in September 1966 Howe was
the only one of the four houses without
a distinctive way of summoning the
house, as Collingwood (not Drake)
on the ground floor had a gong, which
was on the landing between the two
houses. I wrote to the Admiralty, giving
a brief history of PRS, and mentioning

Gareth Thomas (Teaching Staff 65-70)
Ed. – Gareth joined the school as
a maths teacher in Jan. 1965 and
was initially attached to Drake until
July 1966. He subsequently became
Housemaster of Howe (Sept. 1966 to
Aug. 1968) and then Shackleton (Sept.
1968 to July 1970).
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In the last newsletter, you asked for
recollections of drama productions
at PRS (see ‘Drama at PRS’ in this
issue). My father, Harold Boyer, was
Drake Boys’ Housemaster and then
Deputy Head between 1953 and 1956,
and I was in Drake Girls between the
ages of 14 and 17, together with my
younger sister, Penny, who started
school in 1954. There are reviews and
some pictures of the four productions
I mention in the relevant Cavaliers, but
I’ve also sent a number of photos to the

Association for the archive, including
one of Biff Jenkins and me (as Donna
Lucia d’Alvadorez) in ‘Charley’s Aunt’,
several group photos of ‘The Mikado’,
and at least one of me as Ruth, together
with (again) Biff Jenkins as the Pirate
King in ‘The Pirates of Penzance’. As
a matter of interest, my father was
one of the founding members of the
Theatre Club, having spent a brief
spell as a professional actor before the
War, and having produced and taken
part in a number of Gilbert & Sullivan
productions at West Buckland, the
school where he previously taught.
Incidentally, I’m very impressed with
The New Cavalier - congratulations!

because they were on pain of death to
bring food back for roommates? All
manner of sweets and savouries were
put in the same plastic bag (yuk!), but
they ate it all. It was a reminder too of
the modesty of dear Pat Woods, who
told me she was a runner, but forgot
to mention she was a record breaker.
It was a reminder of all the work that
has gone into the Association by those
who have volunteered to help over
the years...so many achievements....so
much information and memorabilia
available. OMG...it is an incredible
testament to the school, the Association
and all those who continue to support
it. And finally, it is a reminder of how
lucky we are, and continue to be. Lucky
to have gone to the school, lucky for all
it brought us in terms of education and
social skills and for what it continues
to give. For those of us who have
partners, we are mostly very lucky
that they tolerate or even enjoy the
various local and national reunions,
endless recovery of lost memories and
talk thereof. For those who are free
to travel, it has provided so much in
terms of meetings with others in far
flung places. And we are very lucky
to still be here to enjoy it. The timely
nature of our New Cavalier with the
demise of Rinteln and the withdrawal
of the Army from Germany was so well
covered. It was a delight to read and
beautifully presented. Many thanks to
all who contributed.

Jenny (Boyer) Pearson (Howe 53-56)
Oh boy...what a fantastic production.
When Rodger and I returned from
our recent holiday and a long flight
at 06:30 am one morning, we sorted
out the accumulated 10 week’s worth
of post. On sight, the cover of the
New Cavalier woke me up. I put it
to one side -as the email traffic had
indicated it was something special. So,
this morning I picked it up, unaware
of the impact it would have. It was
educational, I learned a good deal. It
was evocative, it brought back so many
memories of the school and leaving it.
I was heart broken too when I left. I
never recaptured my enthusiasm for
education in quite the same way. The
train...I loved it. The leavers’ dance....
did anyone else waste the event

Liz (Bird) Hughes (Howe 61-64)
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extremely popular with the school’s
female population. We played at many
of the school’s socials in Nelson and,
on one occasion, played in the town at
one of the restaurants on the sea front
where the local population couldn’t
get enough of this British ‘beat music’.
This was not long after the Beatles had
been playing in Hamburg and, indeed,
we were billed for this gig, with a large
chunk of poetic licence. The ‘Cato
Street Sect aus Liverpool’ even though
I was probably the only group member
with any ‘scouse’ credentials!

Barry Stokes was the school heartthrob
in my day and in many school
productions. He would be very well
remembered by girls from that time. I
used to write for The Cavalier as a way
of avoiding games and I was very keen
on amateur dramatics (Mr Dyer was
the drama teacher). I was in Deirdre of
the Sorrows, which gave me a lifetime
love of the gloomy Irish author, JM
Synge and a Midsummer Night’s
Dream. I also prompted for one of the
boys’ productions, an anti-war play
whose name escapes me, but was set in
the jungle during WW2. The basic plot
revolved around a group of squaddies
who had captured a Japanese soldier
and then didn’t know what to do with
him.
Ann (Pamela) Kent (Rodney 64-66)
I read with interest your piece titled
‘Who is our most famous pupil’ and felt
compelled to write. Barry Stokes was a
talented singer and a born entertainer,
hence his great popularity. I was a
Howe Boy and my path crossed with
Barry’s because during the time he was
lead singer I was a drummer for the
Cato Street Sect in my last three years
at PRS. The other group members were
Clive Boden and Guy Bullough. I have
been lucky enough to make contact
with Guy since leaving PRS. We
tended to play Rolling Stones’ covers
such as Walking the Dog, and Barry,
a good-looking, sporty ‘Jock’, who was
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As I recall, Barry was a year behind
me and studying A level History.
The band name was taken from the
1820 Cato Street Conspiracy which
involved a failed attempt to kill the
then Prime Minister, Lord Liverpool,
and all the British Cabinet Ministers.
I think he suggested the name from
his studies. It was all Greek to me as a
science student but it sounded pretty
cool and was adopted. After leaving
Wilhelmshaven, I eventually moved
on to university in London and onto
a job in The City. In around 1972,
I went with some friends to see the
show ‘Godspell’ which, I discovered
part way into the first half, included
Barry in one of the lead roles. The
cast members used to rotate roles to
keep the show fresh and David Essex
played, alternately, Judas Iscariot and
Jesus Christ, probably leading to some
inner conflict. Anyone who has seen
the show may recall that the audience

was invited to go up onto the stage
during the intermission to meet cast
members. This is how I was reunited
with Barry and we met up for lunch a
few weeks later.
I have reflected on that meeting many
times since, but have lost contact with
Barry. The last I heard, he had moved
to Canada. After returning from
working in Hong Kong in the early80’s, I was delighted to see he had
appeared on one of my favourite TV
shows, ‘The Professionals’, but I missed
many of the other things he did while
I was out of the country. The school
had a strong reputation for drama and
I remember Barry being part of several
impressive productions arranged by
Mr Dyer, including ‘Boys in the Band’.
It was no surprise to me that he went

on to the Central School of Speech
and Drama. I have happy memories
of playing with the group – one of the
highlights of my time at the school –
and have sometimes wondered if we
might have gone further if the school
had been based in the UK. I still play
drums from time to time and still have
some pieces from my original Cato
Street Sect kit, which was built up
slowly and painstakingly. My hi-hat
(foot-cymbal) was bought on a day
trip with the school to Bremen.
Mike Franklin (Howe 60 – 65)
P.S. I recall that there was a picture of
the Cato Street Sect among the school
memorabilia which I saw at the Bristol
reunion.

The Cato Street Sect (from the TWA Memorabilia Collection)
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marriage to Baron Christopher Soames,
who died in 1987. Acting TWA Chair,
Barbara Steels, commented, “We
are deeply saddened by the news
of the death of Lady Soames, our
patron, who laid the Churchill House
foundation stone. I first contacted
her in 2008 about the stone laying
ceremony and the photos that came
to light as we began to find out more
about the connection with Captain
Conder and HMS Royal Rupert. It
was only in 2010, after the demolition
of Churchill House and the discovery
of the time capsule with documents,
that the idea of asking her to be our
patron was suggested. I wrote to her
and surprisingly she accepted.”

The last issue of the New Cavalier,
mentioned two famous ex-PRS pupils,
namely Sir David Cousins, and Sir
Ridley Scott. We had an ex-PRS pupil
in Collingwood House called Antony
Skingsley who attended PRS for
two terms - September 1947 to the
end of Spring Term 1948. For those
two terms he was a member of The
Cavalier Magazine Committee. He
ended up in the Royal Air Force and
retired after a very successful career
as, Air Chief Marshal Sir Anthony
Gerald Skingsley. For those interested
in his career, I recommend they look
in Who’s Who.
Ridley Scott was also a Collingwood
pupil from September 1947. The
following term his brother, the late
Francis Scott, joined Matthews House.
Both brothers left PRS at the end of
Spring Term 1950. I know that Ridley
Scott became a well know film director,
earning a knighthood. His younger
brother, Frank, joined the Merchant
Navy and became a captain.

Ed. – We have removed the reference to
our patron from the newsletter and will
be discussing how we want to proceed at
the October committee meeting.

that he had moved from Portsmouth
and was living in Southampton. We
were both so thrilled at having contact
again and vowed to keep in touch, but
this sad news means that it is not to be.
Although Chris was a lapsed member,
I’m sure that others might want to
know that he has passed away.

the uncertainties of Forces life and
teenagerhood. It was inevitable that
someone would one day attempt to
bring together others who shared the
experience.
Liz Bird (Hood/Howe 61-64)

In Memoriam

Dieter Dappen (Matthew/Rodney 1952-53)

News has reached us of the passing of
the following former pupils:
Major (Retired) Stephen Marshall
MBE (Rodney 59-61)
Christopher Wallace (Raleigh/
Collingwood 51–53)
Isobel (Channon) Prescott Grenville/
Howe 51-53
Karen McDonald Drake 69-71
Brian Jenkins Rodney 58-60
Graham Wright Collingwood 61-64

The Train No Longer Standing…
Asked to remember their school days
today, most ex-pupils of PRS recall
yesterday’s agony of leaving the school
and then today’s ecstasy of being able to
relive those days with other ex-pupils
who shared a unique and extraordinary
experience that was Wilhelmshaven.
More than just a school, this home
from home provided a haven from

Christopher Wallis Tribute
I was saddened to hear from his wife
Daphne that dear Chris passed away on
April 5th as the result of a serious heart
problem he had suffered from since
the beginning of the year. You may
recall when I joined the Association I
asked for help finding my old buddy,
with whom I was at PRS in 1952-53.
I lost contact with him when I moved
to the USA in 1990 and had not heard
from him for 17 years. Thanks to your
help, I was fortunate enough to find

Joe Kinson (Rodney 47-50)

TWA Patronage Ends
Lady Mary Soames, the last surviving
child of Sir Winston Churchill, died
peacefully at home on the evening
of 31st May following a short illness.
Aged 91, she was the youngest of the
five children of the wartime prime
minister and his wife Clementine. She
is survived by the five children from her
17
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Summer Snapshots

The needlework room was in constant
demand. Many girls made their
own dresses. A whole batch of guide
uniforms was made and some very
pretty frocks went home as presents
for little sisters. (From The Cavalier,
Summer 1949)

Ed. – they also wore them themselves,
as demonstrated by Val (McDonald)
Bell (Drake 58-63) who sent us these
photos of her taken in 1961 outside
Drake Girls and the School Chapel of
St. Nicholas.

Val Bell (nee McDonald) poses in front of Miss Tyler’s Renault Floride parked outside
Drake Girls, circa 1960. Miss Tyler was Drake’s Housemistress. Photo courtesy of Val.
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Girls of Raleigh House pose on the sea-side of the Fliegerdeich in the summer of 1951.
Photo by courtesy of Eileen Berry (Raleigh/Drake 51-53). Eileen is pictured sixth from the
right on the back row. Please let us know if you are on the photo, or can identify any of the
other girls.

Senior Drake girls enjoying some sunshine outside their house in 1958/59.
Back row L-R: Anne Levitt (57-59) and Clare Whistler (58-60 Prefect and Head of
House). Front row L-R: Christine Bulport (not found), Isobel ‘Izzy’ Grifiths (56-60), Ann
Cowper (59-60) and Marlene Gunn (57-60). Isobel and Judy were friends at school and
played hockey for Drake. Both were reunited in Newbury, as was Anne Levitt and her
friend, Ann Cowper, who have since kept in touch.
20

Kathleen Magee (Drake 60-62) during the
5th or 6th form years when she and Babs
Magee (unrelated) were friends. “Kathy
and I spent a week together in the domestic
science flat supposedly to show how well
we could look after ourselves. What a week
that was! We talked for hours late into each
night and then got up and went to school,
without the usual scrummy breakfast. I
seem to remember spending most of my
time cooking and cleaning and trying to
stay out of trouble. The windows to the flat
opened out onto the canal road. Thank
God there were bars on the windows. The
good bit was that we were also allowed
into town to buy our raw materials for our
meals!” Photo courtesy of Val McDonald
(Drake 58-63), who used to share a room
with Kathleen and Pauline Wall (Drake
59-62).

The PRS Netball Team 1951/52 season
with Churchill in the background. Our
thanks to Diane (Bradbury) Kerwin
(Howe 51-53) for the photo. Back Row
left to right, Elizabeth ?, Pat Connolly (?),
unknown. Front Row left to right, Maureen
Kinnear or Kinally, Valerie Chadwick,
Barbara Bates, Jennifer Abbey, Ann Dyer.
“This photo was given to me as a birthday
card in October 51 by my friend and
roommate Pat Whittam, whose brother
Edward was Head of Howe House when
I started at the school in January of that
year,” says Diane. “Barbara Bates died on
7th March, 2004 and I believe that Jennifer

Abbey died sometime after the Newbury
reunion. I met up with her sister Judith
in Newbury and she said that Jennifer
was very ill. Some time later I heard she
had passed away. I knew both Abbey girls
during my time at PRS.”

Summer half-term bring and buy sale, when clearly polka-dot dresses were at the height
of fashion. L-R: Miss Glanton (we think), Judy (Levitt) Siminson (Drake 58-60) and Miss
Tyler (Staff - Art).
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A sketch by Claire McParlin from The
Cavalier, Summer 1958
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Summer Dreams Revisited

that glorious summer. We also swam
from the Deich. But when the seventy
guinea pigs arrived – our holiday on
the roof and in the sea was ended.

We felt that after surviving the war
with its bombings, evacuations with
children, deprivations, and with
travelling abroad impossible, we
would grasp the chance to broaden
our horizons and hopefully see a
little of Europe, too. But our local
education adviser told us not to
dream of going to that boarding
school ‘they’ were setting up in
Germany, because we would have to
put other people’s children to bed! In
spite of this advice, we applied and
were interviewed at the War Office,
and were offered jobs.

The Late Miss Ruth Fallows and the Late
Miss Sheila Thomason (Staff 1947–1953)

JM Phone Home?
Telephones were practically universal
and most of the older boys and girls
were quite used to phoning across
Germany on quite trivial affairs.
They expected to do it from school!
One girl arrived at the beginning of
one term with strict instructions to
phone her parents to tell them she
had arrived safely. She had come on
a special train with 250 others and
the train actually finished up on a
siding inside the school grounds. She
never asked again! Parents were also
constantly phoning staff about their
children. At first I thought this easy
contact was useful – it helped them
to overcome their ignorance and
suspicion of boarding school life, but
after a bit we had to discourage this.

We set off for Germany wearing
the awful navy-blue uniform of
the Control Commission, but were
allowed to abandon the uniforms, as
‘they’ did not want British schools to
appear to be run on military lines.
We spent a couple of lazy weeks in
Herford, lounging in the Officers’
Mess where we learned to enjoy pink
gins – at 1/2d a time – among other
things. We eventually arrived at PRS
in June 1947. The school was not due
to open until July, so what did we
do in that month? Firstly, we were
warned not to drink the water, so we
learned (fast) to drink beer. We were
also put to counting and recounting
beds and furniture as they arrived.
But we were not trusted to do this
accurately, so we slipped away up to
the bunker roof to sunbathe during

John Maltby (Howe) on the phone in 1961. Photo courtesy of Antony Price (Drake 58-60)

Wilhelmshaven Weather

Ed. – John Maltby is not on the found
list, so please let us know if you are in
touch or knew him at school.

First I was warned how miserable
the weather could be in summer. It
was, in fact, a glorious summer. Next
I was warned how terrible it would
be in the autumn and how quickly
winter would close in. It was, in fact,
a glorious autumn full of the most
pleasant shades of colour, warm and
clear. Whatever the future might
bring, Wilhelmshaven in the two
previous terms, from a weather point
of view, had not been unpleasant and
for that we were grateful.

Mr John Smitherman – Headmaster
(The Cavalier 1947)

Opposite - A sketch by Marion Taylor
accompanying her poem, ‘The Shell’ in The
Cavalier 1960
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David Gibbens (From the Cavalier
Spring 1965)
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Gamston Reunion

In July, the Sea Rangers, under the
leadership of Miss Inez Ball, went
to Jever for their Summer Camp.
The weather was wet, but undaunted
they pitched camp, kindled fire and
cooked an evening meal. However,
during the night they suffered a freak
thunderstorm, the ground became
waterlogged and it was still raining
the following morning. They were
unable to dry their sodden clothing
and bedding, so reluctantly they
returned to school. To compensate
somewhat for their disappointment,
their skipper arranged for them to
spend a day on the beach at Voslapp
and the girls returned from that outing
sun-tanned and happy, their camping
defeat almost forgotten. Black clouds
sometimes had golden linings.

The next meeting will be held on
Monday 8th September at The Goose
(www.eating-inn.co.uk/house/goosegamston). No booking necessary.
For further information contact Carol
Goronwy, TWA Secretary, details on
back page.

A sketch by Geraldine Drury from The
Cavalier, Autumn 1961

The Royal Navy in Post-War West
Germany

Philippa Sharp (Howe 58-63)

Wilhelmshaven detachment, enforce
reparation agreements made with
the Soviets who laid claim to some of
Kriegsmarine dockyard facilities.
On completion of these tasks the
establishments closed down. However,
there were two that had longer lives.
One was HMS Royal Albert, a Royal
Naval base in Cuxhaven, which housed
a ‘coder branch’ of the Navy tasked
with intercepting Soviet military radio
traffics, logging and taping these and
despatching the results to GCHQ in
Cheltenham. The second and larger
base, HMS Royal Prince at Uerdingen
am Rhein, outside Krefeld, was the
home of the RN Rhine squadron made
up of a number of fast patrol boats and
landing craft, crewed by both Royal
Navy and Royal Marine personnel.
Its HQ ship, bizarrely, was Goering’s

private yacht captured in Emden at the
end of the war. The photograph shows
it flying the White Ensign with two
patrol boats berthed outboard.
In the event of a Soviet invasion,
one of the base’s tasks was to plan
for the demolition of the Rhine
bridges. For this purpose it housed
a Royal Marines demolition unit. Its
Commanding Officer for a time was
Colonel Beckwith, the father of Peter
and John Beckwith, now associated
with one of the UK’s major property
empires, and the grand-father of the
socialite Tamara. It was the misfortune
of the sons to be schooled at Harrow
rather than Prince Rupert School. By
the end of the 1950s the Royal Navy
had left West Germany.
David Starkie (Drake 56-57)
Photo source, Godfrey Dykes

British forces in West Germany are
always associated with the Army
and Air Force but the Navy had a
presence too. It was a very small one
by comparison and during my time at
Prince Rupert School, I was the only
naval child until my brother, Simon,
arrived for my final term.
At the end of the Second World
War the Royal Navy had a number
of bases in West Germany, most of
them small like HMS Royal Rupert in
Wilhelmshaven. Their role was to take
possession of a number of military
establishments and, in the case of the

Facilitation Fund
Some members may not be aware
that TWA has a Facilitation Fund
for the benefit of members and this
is operated in a confidential manner.
The Fund will help contribute towards
hardship cases to enable participation
in TWA activities.
For further information, please contact
membership@prs-wilhelmshaven.co.uk
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Rinteln Awards Ceremony

their school been part of the history
of Rinteln. Dr Jens Graul spoke of the
links between the two schools and
towns, and of his great interest in the
return to Wilhelmshaven of the PRS
Stones in July.

The remaining 70 pupils at PRS Rinteln
attended their final awards ceremony
on 12th May along with the remaining
teaching staff and some parents.
Barbara Steels, Richard Loveday and
Peter Piller represented TWA, and
Dr Jens Graul, represented the town
of Wilhelmshaven. The ceremony
commenced to background music
created by the students themselves.
As each winner was announced, the
Acting Chairman and TWA Archivist,
Barbara Steels, presented them with
their award, after which she made a
short speech thanking everyone for
making the TWA group so welcome.
Praising the students for their hard
work, she added that without the
support and guidance of their teachers,
parents and the traditions of the school,
none of this would have happened.
She then told the audience that when
Prince Rupert School Wilhelmshaven
opened in 1947, there were also 70
pupils. Mr Smitherman, the first Head
Master told them that in years to come,
they would remember that they were
the first pupils at the school. Likewise,
the pupils now at this school would
remember that they are part of a group
who will remember that they are the
‘last pupils at the school’. The pupils
were encouraged to keep in contact
with their friends and teachers and to
meet up and have reunions. They were
also reminded that the town of Rinteln
had been part of their history as had

Following the speeches four whole
school awards were announced
and Losana Tamanitoakula proudly
became the last Wilhelmshaven Trophy
winner. In an informal discussion,
Head Teacher, Alan Price, said that a
decision had been reached to donate
all former PRS Wilhelmshaven
archive material to our association.
This generous gesture was gratefully
received and some items were brought
back to England immediately. The
remainder will be collected in July.
Barbara Steels – Acting Chairman and
TWA Archivist

Barbara Steels presents the Wilhelmshaven
Trophy for the last time..
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PRS Rinteln’s last award winners pose with their PRS Wilhelmshaven guests.

TWA Committee Member Retires
Loyal and long-serving Committee
member, Di Wray, who first joined the
Committee in February 2006 and has
never missed a reunion since Newbury,
has decided to stand down from her
TWA activities. “Di was involved
with the newsletter printing and
distribution from March 2008 until
March 2013 and also with the reunion
sub-committee and has literally made
hundreds of lovely table decorations
and come up with some brilliant ideas
for these events over the years,” says
Acting TWA Chair, Barbara Steels.
“The Committee will sadly miss her and
extends its sincere thanks and gratitude
to Di, who will now have more time to

enjoy her craft activities.”
TWA founder, Liz Hughes, said,
“Patience,
tenacity,
dedication,
reliability, diplomacy, infinite capacity
for ideas, preparedness to take on
any task for little or no glory.....to do
these for a short time is marvellous.
To do them for years on end is more
than just a contribution, it is to be a
pillar of an institution! I think of our
Committee members past and present
very often, and am in awe and very
grateful for their qualities that have
served to make TWA so amazing for
all involved on both sides of the fence.”
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Wilhelmshaven Mini-Reunion
Twenty-five former pupils made a
nostalgic return to Wilhelmshaven
for a mini-reunion on 7th – 12th
July, where they received VIP
treatment during a civic reception
at the Wilhelmshaven Town Hall.
Burgermeister Fritz Langen, Culture
Coordinator Dr. Jens Graul and other
local dignitaries and friends of the
school were in attendance. The visit
coincided with the school’s opening,
precisely 67 years ago. During the
reception, Acting TWA Chair, Barbara
Steels, was presented with Jens
Graul’s latest book, ‘Wilhelmshaven –
Captain Edward Conder RN und der
Neuanfang 1945’.
Coordinated by Richard Loveday, the
mini-reunion was a first for several
of those present, many of whom were
revisiting the town for the first time

since the last major TWA reunion there
in 1997. Former school employees
present included, Nurse Elke and
Matron, Lilo Bischoff, who enjoyed
reminiscing about old times. “I will
never forget one of my former charges
at Drake Boys telling me at school how
he thought I had a typically British
sense of humour, You can’t imagine
how good it made me feel.” And there
were no less than six of Lilo’s ‘boys’
present to confirm that Lilo helped to
make PRS a ‘home away from home’
between 1955 and 1972.
In addition to enjoying the sights around
the town, naturally attendees visited the
now derelict site of our former school,
which was within walking distance of
the reunion hotel. Sadly, we must report
that it is overgrown and neglected, but
the memorial and bunkers still mark
the spot.

L-R: Dr. Jens Graul, Barbara Steels, Burgermeister Fritz Langen.
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New Finds
Name at PRS
Pamela Kent
Carol Berrie
Ray Westfield
Noreen Aird

Name now
Ann Kent
Carol Molyneux
Ray Westfield
Noreen Boyle

Years
64 - 66
57 - 59
60
62 - 64

House
Rodney
Frobisher/ Drake
Drake
Collingwood

Joined after being located some time ago
Leonard Griffin
Leonard Griffin
Archie McLean
Archie McLean

64 - 66
68 - 71

Mountb/Collingwood
Mountb/Shackleton

Re-joins
Alan Caddy
Alan Caddy
Eric Greaves
Eric Greaves
Josephine Lindsley Josephine Tziros

68 - 70
63 - 68
65 - 68

Shackleton
Drake
Drake

More photos to be seen on website and perhaps included in the next edition.
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