Netball Tour By Girls From Prince Rupert School, Wilhelmshaven, 1961
Summary of the original 25-page report written by Janice Hardman and Edith Butcher
Report manuscript was rediscovered when Rinteln School (P.R.S.) in Germany was closed in 2014
In 1960, PRS had an excellent girls netball team that typically played fewer than five competitive games
all year. As a way of gauging the ability of the team, Miss Butcher (Rodney House and Games Mistress)
came up with an idea for a netball tour to play schools in England during the Easter holidays. The idea
was quickly approved by Mr. Pacey, the Director of BFES, and in October the school issued a ‘Challenge'
in the official magazine of the All-England Netball Association, which also was sent to some County
Secretaries in England. Essex County was the first to reply, and offered enough games to last over a
week, in addition to hospitality. Codnor Secondary School in Derbyshire also offered several days’
accommodation and a programme of ‘Visits,’ as well as games, and Suffolk Schools invited us to take
part in their annual tournament. As a result, we extended our intended week’s stay so that we could accept
these invitations.
After intense practices throughout the winter, along with raising money to go towards fares and
accommodation, the journey began on Thursday, March 23rd 1961 with eight girls travelling by train and
two by road with Miss Butcher in her Morris Minor, meeting at the Hook of Holland. The next morning
we were met at Ipswich railway station by a reception party that included Mrs. Nelson (Chairman of the
Suffolk Netball Association) who had been responsible for the arrangements for our first day-and-a-half
in England, and Miss Ayres (President of the Suffolk AENA). Our first taste of the kindness and
hospitality that we were to encounter throughout our tour was a delightful snack provided upon arrival by
Mrs. Nelson in the garden of her home. However, this was only a prelude to the intense schedule of
games that we had set ourselves, and after two hours with Mrs. Nelson we were taken to the first game of
our tour to be played before lunch at Northgate High School in Ipswich. In all, we were to play 29 games
in 12 days. Overall, the weather during our tour mostly was beautiful, and even though it snowed during
our visit to Derbyshire, only one game had to be cancelled (because of rain).
The Suffolk Netball Tournament, held at Copleston Road Secondary School, Ipswich, in particular
provided an excellent opportunity to assess the standard of play reached by U.K. schools, and to weigh
up our chances for the rest of the tour. One surprise to us was differences in interpretation of the rules of
the game (which had been changing) by some of our opponents, in particular taking the ‘bounce to control
the ball’ rule to mean a ‘controlled bounce.’
At all the schools we visited we were provided with overnight accommodation at the homes of the girls in
the teams, which led to our developing many new friendships. Despite the tight schedule of games, our
hosts were always keen that we should see something of the local countryside and famous places, so that
side trips were squeezed in between games wherever possible. Most people to whom we spoke throughout
the tour showed genuine interest in the B ritish Families Education Service, and in the running of PRS
in particular. “Have you seen those German girls?” was a common question, and it was quite a full-time
job explaining why British girls should have come from Germany. The press added their e n q u i r ies
several times during the tour, and also took quite a few pictures for various local newspapers. As a token
of our appreciation, after each game at the various host schools we presented them with a commemorative
plaque our school crest.
After the game at Loughton High School (April 1st), Judy Davis left us to prepare for her interview the
following week with the Civil Service. She was replaced by Nicola Sharp (daughter of the then
Headmaster of PRS) for the second half of the tour. At various points during our tour we met people who

1

had association with PRS. Isobel Griffiths, an ex-pupil, came from Colchester to the Suffolk Netball
Tournament to meet the team, and provided accommodation for one of our players that same evening. At
Clacton High School we met Mr. Meats [ex-PRS staff (Collingwood) from 1950 to 1954]. At Forest Gate
in London Miss Butcher had the pleasure of meeting our first-team shooter of last year - Clare Whistler who had come to support us. At Southend High School we had a local supporter, Ann Smith, who used to
be in Rodney Girls at PRS, and at Sweyne Park School, Rayleigh we met Mr. Ford, father of Colin Ford
(ex-PRS). In addition, Richard Matthews, brother of Ina, Tania, and Ithel who were at PRS from 1956 to
1958, telephoned their good wishes.
At the end of the tour, two of the team remained in England for the rest of the Easter holiday, and a very
tired group of eight remaining schoolgirls travelled back to the Hook of Holland, arriving on April 7 th.
There they were met by Mr. Hurst (Jacqueline’s father) who ensured that everyone was on the right train
for home. Overall, the tour had been most successful and enjoyable with the team measuring up well to
English standards, many new friendships formed, and much appreciated hospitality received. As far as
results were concerned, we played 29 matches, won 24, drew 4, and lost 1, and in doing so PRS outscored
its opponents 387 to 164.

Team Members

Back Row, L to R: Josephine Burden; Pat O’Brien; Rosamund Elliott-Hunter; Carole Orme;
Jacqueline Hurst; Margaret Ross; and Heidi Nixon.
Front Row, L to R: Nicola Sharp; Wendy Fitzgerald; Janice Hardman (Captain); Christine Parnell
(Vice Captain); and Judy Davis.

______________________________
Janice Hardman (Hood/Rodney 55-61)
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