The late Valerie Alp, 1939 – 1955
Valerie (Howe 1950 – 1955), very sadly passed away when she was attending PRS.
The following In Memoriam notice was placed in the Cavalier magazine:
The news of the death of Valerie Alp on the 18th January 1955, brought sadness to all
members of the School.
Consolation must be sought in the fact that she lived a joyous and full life. During the
four years she spent here, the indirect influence of her gay and generous spirit played
no little part in the lives of those who, without knowing her intimately, enjoyed what
she gave to the School through music and drama. To those who were her friends the
loss is felt as a deep and personal sorrow.
The sympathy of the whole School is extended to her family.
November 2016
Testimony to the above, a remarkable story has developed, showing just how much
influence Valerie’s short life has had on so many people. There are 3 distinct parts
that have contributed to this story. Firstly, a few years ago, Valerie’s sister, Jonquil
Nichol (Alp), decided to contact Carol Goronwy to see if we had any members who
remembered Valerie and had some photographs of her as she had none. Carol put this
request in a Newsletter and Jonquil received a lot of replies. She wrote that “Kathleen
Aldridge, Wendy Ball, Denise Bullen nee Strachan, Tony Wince (living in Italy),
Mavis Thompson, June Dyson nee Nicholas, and many more whose names have
unfortunately been lost due to a Trojan virus that caused my laptop to crash a couple
of years ago” had been in contact.
The second part of this story is that in 2014, a collection of In Memoriam boards were
discovered at PRS Rinteln where they had been locked up in a cupboard since 1972.
These boards were for pupils and staff who died while at PRS, and had been on
display in our St Nicholas Chapel When PRS Wilhelmshaven closed, they
disappeared and as part of my role of being responsible for our Memorabilia, I had
over the years made several enquiries about these boards but I could find out nothing
and had decided that we weren’t going to see them again. Imagine my amazement and
delight in acquiring these items for our Collection. As most of you are aware, TWA is
currently arranging for the archiving of our Memorabilia collection and part of this
project has been to locate families of the deceased pupils/staff who would like to
become custodians of relevant items. Thanks to the excellent way that Carol files
TWA information, she was able to tell me about Jonquil’s request to contact friends
of Valerie. The Valerie Alp In Memoriam board had been located and I could now
make contact with Jonquil and pass it on to her.
The third part of this story is that Jonquil was absolutely amazed about this find, as
she had no idea that there had been such an item at the School. I decided to contact
Kathleen Aldridge as well, who lives in Ireland, and a date was made for Kathleen
and her sister-in-law Jo (wife of the late Patrick Aldridge Matt/Howe 1950 - 1955) to
come to my home near Newbury to meet up with Jonquil and her daughter Kate. This
very emotional meeting took place recently and the In Memoriam board was handed
over. Despite the 60 years since Valerie’s death, we listened with amazement at

Jonquil and Kathleen talking about this event as though it was just last year! Kathleen
told Jonquil that since the sad event, she had had a sense of guilt – Kathleen and
Valerie and shared the same room in Howe for a number of years and Kathleen had
learned to recognise when things were not as they should be with Valerie, who was a
diabetic requiring constant and regular attention and medication. Kathleen became a
Monitor in Hood House just before Christmas 1954 and no longer shared a room with
Valerie although they still remained firm friends. The sense of guilt borne by
Kathleen, for not being there at this final crucial point, has remained with her. We
listened intently at Jonquil described how the traumatic death of her sister had stayed
with her and influenced so many things in her life. The tragedy for the parents is
understandable and in those days siblings were not always given the correct support.
In Jonquil’s case, it was not considered that she (aged 11 years) and her younger
brother should go to the funeral. They were left at home with the maid but somehow,
Jonquil managed to get to the Church where the funeral was taking place, and
unbeknown to her parents, watch the ceremony from behind a large tree. She saw the
coffin being carried, draped in the Union flag, ‘a very grand event’. Her parents never
knew this and Kate, Jonquil’s daughter, heard this story for the first time at this
occasion. There were tears flowing and the box of tissues was in evidence! Jonquil
also told us the moving story of how Joan ? had been so affected by it all and because
Valerie had spoken so much about her sister Jonquil, had named her own daughter
Jonquil.
I am aware that Valerie’s death was a great shock to pupils and staff at the school at
the time. The announcement was made in assembly and as Kathleen said, she will
never forget this happening and it was such a shock to hear it in this way. I have
spoken to others who were at the school at the time and they all have their own
memories of Valerie and this event and have carried it with them as a lifetime
memory. For Nichol, it was a truly emotionally draining meeting but, “A positive
outcome and one to treasure……”
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